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LARGEST PROVIDER OF HEALTHCARE SERVICES TO THE UNINSURED IN SOUTH TEXAS ESTABLISHES $1.1 MILLION ENDOWMENT TO HONOR ITS 

CHIEF VISIONARY AND ARCHITECT

Fund Will Create The John E. Hornbeak Scholarship in Trinity University’s Health Care Administration Program; One Full-Time Graduate Student Will Be Supported Each Year
SAN ANTONIO – June 27, 2007 – On Tuesday, June 26, 2007, at a dinner held in his honor, the retiring President and Chief Executive Officer of Methodist Healthcare System was given the news of the establishment of the John E. Hornbeak Scholarship. The scholarship will fund the education of one student every year, effective with the fall 2007 semester, in the masters of science program in Health Care Administration at Trinity University. The annual award is being funded by the newly created Methodist Healthcare Ministries Scholarship Endowment Fund, a $1.1 million gift created specifically for this award acknowledging Hornbeak.
As the CEO of Southwest Texas Methodist Hospital, in the early 1990s, Hornbeak realized that with the changes in reimbursement for services necessitated by managed care, the most preferred hospital in San Antonio would be at risk if it did not create a larger footprint in order to be more viable to insurers. Led by Hornbeak’s vision, the board of the hospital undertook a several-year journey exploring options. Ultimately, a joint venture partnership was entered into with Columbia (now HCA), the nation’s largest for profit hospital corporation. 
The wisdom of Hornbeak and members of the hospital’s board in forming this partnership, the Methodist Healthcare System, led to the creation of the nonprofit Methodist Healthcare Ministries (MHM).   As one-half owner of the Methodist Healthcare System with HCA, MHM provides the local governance and has proven to be a sustaining success story. 

By the end of its second year of operation in 1996, Methodist Healthcare Ministries was already the largest non-public funding source for community healthcare in South Texas. By the end of its twelfth year in 2007, it will have spent $164 million to provide 2.3 million medical, dental and social services to those most underserved in San Antonio and South Texas – the geographic service area defined by the Southwest Texas Conference of The United Methodist Church in its original 1955 charter of Southwest Texas Methodist Hospital. 
(more)
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Methodist Healthcare Ministries To Fund $1.1 Million Endowment to Honor John E. Hornbeak

At the Tuesday dinner honoring Hornbeak, and attended by more than 100 associates and friends, this visionary and highly respected healthcare industry leader, was noticeably surprised and touched when the endowment and scholarship were announced for the first time by Dudley Harral, chair of the volunteer board of Methodist Healthcare Ministries. 
“John has been the architect of what is a case study in not only effective healthcare administration, but in envisioning the future, preparing for it, then embracing it,” said Harral. “His legacy is that not only are the patients of a 25-facility healthcare provider system being served at an extremely high standard, but more than 300,000 individuals – mostly working and without insurance – each year are getting services critical to basic quality of life.”

Methodist Healthcare Ministries operates on the premise of owned and operated clinics, services, and programs combined with the funding of established and proven organizations that are already providing needed services efficiently and effectively. 
At the time of its founding, the members of the Methodist Hospital board segued to the new nonprofit. One such leader was Taylor Boone, a local attorney and recently ordained minister. The MHM board knew that its top leadership would be critical, so they waited for Kevin C. Moriarty to retire from his 20 years of service heading the City of San Antonio’s Community Initiatives department. Moriarty became the nonprofit’s first and only President and CEO in early 1996.
“Honoring John Hornbeak in this manner is fitting,” noted Moriarty. “He was the visionary behind this partnership – and can be credited with being the architect of what was once a highly doubted possibility that has proven to be a tremendously beneficial reality for millions who would otherwise be living without needed medical and wellness services.”

Trinity University’s Health Care Administration program, headed by Professor Mary Stefl, Ph.D., accepts up to 25 first-year graduate students annually. Its total enrollment is about 100 graduate students. It is ranked by Modern Healthcare magazine as one of the top business graduate schools for healthcare executives. Methodist Healthcare System has regularly offered a residency to students in the program. Another link to the respected private university is through is Vice-President for University Advancement, Marc Raney. Raney is a former president of the Methodist Healthcare Ministries board of directors. 

# # #

For more information on Methodist Healthcare Ministries or to schedule an interview with a representative, please contact Donna Hinkelman at (210) 313-0827. 
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