ACADEMIC FACULTY ASSEMBLY

M I N U TE S

Chapman Auditorium
Friday, March 2, 2007
2:30 p.m.
CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME, AND REMARKS

President John Brazil called the meeting to order and offered some brief remarks on the following items:
· In 2006-07, fourteen faculty members received tenure and were promoted to the rank of Associate Professor: Bert Chandler (Chemistry), Jane Childers (Psychology), Jane Costanza (University Library), Christine Drennon (Sociology and Anthropology), Thomas Jenkins (Classical Studies), Ruqayya Khan (Religion), Jonathan King (Biology), Mark Lewis (Computer Science), Barbara MacAlpine (University Library), Natasa Macura (Mathematics), Kimberlyn Montford (Music), Bladimir Ruiz (Modern Languages and Literatures), Claudia Stokes (English), and Dante Suarez (Business Administration). In addition, three faculty members were promoted to the rank of Professor: Timothy Kramer (Music), Christopher Nolan (University Library), and James Shinkle (Biology).

· Eight departments have successfully completed faculty searches this year, and in each case the department has hired its first choice.
· Professor Jorge Gonzalez (Economics) has been named an American Council on Education Fellow for 2007-08.
· When the Board of Trustees met in January 2007, the Capital Campaign had raised $128 million; 68 percent of the faculty have made contributions or commitments to the Capital Campaign.
· The Trustees have approved an increase of 7.5 percent for undergraduate tuition in 2007-08.
· The University has hired a consultant to participate in plans for the building or renovation of science and engineering facilities.
· The Quality Enhancement Plan Committee has recommended three proposals for President Brazil’s approval. President Brazil thanked Professor Judith Fisher (English) and the other members of the committee for their distinguished service.
· The Coates Library has been selected by the Association of College and Research Libraries to receive the 2007 Excellence in Academic Libraries Award.

· The Ruth McLean Bowman Bowers Foundation has made a $500,000 gift to establish a Women’s Studies Resource Center at the University.
VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS AND DEAN OF THE FACULTY
Vice President Michael Fischer continued the meeting as Chair. He reminded the faculty that the topic for the Ford Foundation Difficult Dialogues program during the Spring 2007 semester is Compulsory Heterosexuality. Events have included a discussion led by Francisco García-Treto (Professor Emeritus, Religion) and William O. Walker (Professor Emeritus, Religion) on “What Does The Bible Say About Homosexuality?” and a presentation by the Speech and Drama Department of The Laramie Project.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE ACADEMIC FACULTY ASSEMBLY OF DECEMBER 7, 2006

It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of the Academic Faculty Assembly of March December 7, 2006. The motion was approved without dissent.

REPORT FROM THE FACULTY SENATE
Professor William McCaughrin, Chair of the Faculty Senate, introduced the newly elected members of the Faculty Senate: Andrew Hansen (Speech and Drama), Rita Urquijo-Ruiz (Modern Languages and Literatures), Willis Salomon (English), Michael Ward (Modern Languages and Literatures), James Worman (Music), Barry Hirsch (Economics), and Scott Macpherson (Music).

Professor McCaughrin then reported that the Faculty Senate had met recently with President Brazil and Vice President Fischer to discuss long-range plans for the University. He also announced that the Senate would hold a special “called” meeting of the Faculty Assembly on Friday, March 23, to discuss proposals for implementing department-based teaching evaluation instruments.
Finally, Professor McCaughrin presented a motion to revise the language governing “Protection Against Improper Academic Evaluation” in the Joint Statement on Rights and Freedoms of Students (Faculty and Contract Staff Handbook, 6A, II, A). The motion was approved without dissent.

REPORT FROM THE UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM COUNCIL
Professor Kim Robertson, Chair of the University Curriculum Council, reported on three items of business that have been ongoing concerns for the UCC: the assessment of the Common Curriculum, the implementation of the Senior Interdisciplinary Seminar, and the drafting of a comprehensive policy on external credit. The full content of Professor Robertson’s PowerPoint presentation is available on the Minutes page of the UCC website.
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:05 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
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Dr. Duane Coltharp

Secretary of the Faculty
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