ACADEMIC FACULTY ASSEMBLY

M I N U TE S

Chapman Auditorium
Thursday, December 7, 2006

2:30 p.m.
CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME, AND REMARKS

President John Brazil called the meeting to order and offered some brief remarks on the following items:

· The Capital Campaign has raised more than $120 million.

· The University’s contribution to the United Way campaign this year totaled $120,000, including pledges from 350 employees and a matching gift from the University.

· The University has signed a contract with the Oblate Order to purchase property associated with St. Anthony’s High School, and is now awaiting the approval of that purchase from the Vatican.

· John Greene, Director of Physical Plant, has identified potential consultants with experience in the construction or renovation of science and engineering facilities. The University hopes to sign a contract with one of these consultants early in the Spring 2007 semester.

· The Sexual Assault Policy Review committee has completed the work begun during the Spring 2006 semester and has submitted recommendations to Gage Paine, Vice President for Student Affairs.

· The Task Force on the Upperclass Experience has completed its review of the residential and out-of-class experience on campus for sophomores, juniors, and seniors, and expects to submit recommendations to Vice President Paine in the near future.

· Shirali Patel, a double major in biochemistry and molecular biology and music, was selected as one of fourteen finalists from Texas and Louisiana for the Rhodes Scholarship.

· President Brazil will have met with a dozen or so departments this year and will continue these meetings in coming semesters. 
VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS AND DEAN OF THE FACULTY
Vice President Michael Fischer continued the meeting as Chair. He noted that Professor Emeritus William Walker was serving as substitute Parliamentarian for the Faculty Assembly following the resignation of Professor Frank Harrison. Vice President Fischer also announced that the following departmental chairs have been appointed or reappointed to serve for the next three years: Steven Bachrach (Chemistry), Paul Giolma (Engineering Science), Victoria Aarons (English), Bill Christ (Communication), Stephen Field (Modern Languages and Literatures), Mark Garrison (Art and Art History), Paul Kelleher (Education), Glenn Kroeger (Geosciences), John Martin (History), and Mary Stefl (Health Care Administration).

Vice President Fischer then invited Professor Judith Fisher to update the faculty regarding the Quality Enhancement Plan. Professor Fisher reported that the QEP committee had received eleven informal proposals and would be posting all formal proposals on its website. Professor Fisher also announced that the committee would compile a short list of four-six proposals in early January and would sponsor an open forum on January 24, 2007, to allow comments from the University community. Finally, Professor Fisher noted that the QEP committee would recommend three proposals to President Brazil by February 1, 2007.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE ACADEMIC FACULTY ASSEMBLY OF OCTOBER 20, 2006

It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of the Academic Faculty Assembly of October 20, 2006. The motion passed.

APPROVAL OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES TO BE CONFERRED AT WINTER COMMENCEMENT ON DECEMBER 16, 2006

It was moved and seconded to approve the list of candidates for degrees to be conferred on December 16, 2006. Alfred Rodriguez, Registrar, made two corrections. The motion passed, and the list was approved, conditional upon the candidates’ satisfactory completion of their respective degree requirements.

REPORT FROM THE FACULTY SENATE
Professor William McCaughrin, Chair of the Faculty Senate, reported that the Senate sponsored a faculty forum on November 10, 2006, to discuss proposed revisions to the instrument used for evaluating teaching. The Senate expects to have its proposals finalized by February 2007.

Professor McCaughrin also reported that the Senate’s Budget Advisory Committee has been tracking patterns in faculty compensation at more than fifty reference institutions since the 2002-03 academic year. Professor McCaughrin noted that this committee had met recently with President Brazil to share its thoughts on faculty compensation at Trinity.

REPORT FROM THE UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM COUNCIL
Professor Kim Robertson, Chair of the University Curriculum Council, announced that at the next Academic Faculty Assembly he would present a full report on three items of business that have been ongoing concerns for the UCC: the assessment of the Common Curriculum, the drafting of a comprehensive policy on external credit, and the implementation of the Senior Interdisciplinary Seminar.

Professor Robertson then presented a motion to create a Minor in Communication and to delete the Minor in Media Studies. The motion was approved without dissent.

Professor Robertson then presented a motion to revise the section on “Pass/Fail Option” on p. 45 of the 2006-07 Courses of Study Bulletin, and to revise the section on “The Minor” on p. 39 of the COSB, as follows: “No course required counted for the major or minor and no course being used to meet a Common Curriculum requirement may be taken Pass/Fail unless the course is offered exclusively on a Pass/Fail basis” (p. 45); “Courses counted toward a minor may not be taken Pass/Fail unless the course is offered exclusively on a Pass/Fail basis” (p. 39). The motion was approved without dissent.
Professor Robertson then presented a motion to revise the description of the Cultural Heritage Understanding in the Courses of Study Bulletin (p. 36) as follows: “The goal of this Understanding is to encourage the development of a historically-informed, critical understanding of the various cultural traditions of the world through an awareness of the multiple ways humans have constructed their societies.” The motion was approved without dissent.

Professor Robertson then presented a motion to revise the section on “Academic Standing” in the COSB (pp. 46-48) in order to create standards for Satisfactory Academic Progress. The motion was approved without diseent.

Finally, Professor Robertson presented a motion to create Computing as a Second Major. After some discussion, the motion was approved by a majority vote of the faculty.
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:35 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

[image: image1.png]



Dr. Duane Coltharp

Secretary of the Faculty
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