ACADEMIC FACULTY ASSEMBLY

M I N U TE S

Chapman Auditorium
Thursday, December 6, 2007
2:30 p.m.
CALL TO ORDER 

President John Brazil called the meeting to order and offered some brief remarks on the following items:

· Memorial services have been held recently for Dr. Ed Roy and Dr. John Hutton.
· In the context of the Capital Campaign, two trustees have recently provided a $15 million challenge grant on the condition that other trustees contribute an equivalent amount.
· The response from the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools off-site review committee to Trinity’s compliance certification report has been very positive. Only five issues will require further documentation in Trinity’s focused report. The off-site review team also complimented the quality of Trinity’s compliance certification report as well as the quality of the University itself.
· Consultant Arthur Lidsky has presented five possible scenarios for a new or refurbished science and engineering facility.
· President Brazil has had a thorough and constructive conversation with the Budget Advisory Committee of the Faculty Senate. Although there are some issues with the CARES Consortium, health-care premiums should remain flat next year, and employees will see an increase in flexible benefits. 

· Trinity has agreed to participate in the Emeriti Program, which will help early- and mid-career faculty members prepare for medical costs after retirement.
· The Sustainability Task Force hopes to present a preliminary report early in the Spring semester.
· Tony Blair, former Prime Minister of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, will deliver the Flora Cameron Lecture on Politics and Public Affairs on March 6, 2008.
· Finally, President Brazil wished the campus community happy holidays and best wishes for the end of the semester. 
ELECTION OF PARLIAMENTARIAN
Professor Paul Giolma was elected by acclamation as Parliamentarian of the Academic Faculty Assembly.
VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS AND DEAN OF THE FACULTY
Vice President Michael Fischer continued the meeting as Chair. He noted that departments will be devising their own teaching evaluation instruments during the remainder of the 2007-08 academic year, and he encouraged faculty members to contact their chairs with questions.
Vice President Fischer then invited Professor Alida Metcalf, chair of the Quality Enhancement Plan Committee, to address the faculty. Professor Metcalf noted that the QEP Committee has held several social events to inform the faculty about the QEP; members of the committee have discussed the QEP while visiting every department on campus; and the committee has posted the draft of its plan online and invited comments. Professor Metcalf thanked Professor Amy Stone, Professor Judith Fisher, and Professor Carey Latimore, all of whom have designed pilot courses focused on information literacy. Professor Metcalf then noted that, upon approval by President Brazil, Trinity’s QEP will be submitted to the SACS off-site review committee and will be the focus of the SACS on-site review in February. Finally, Professor Metcalf announced that a faculty workshop will be held in May to address information literacy within the first-year experience (First Year Seminar, Writing Workshop, and HUMA 1600), and that a staff workshop will be held in June to address information literacy within the co-curriculum.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE ACADEMIC FACULTY ASSEMBLY OF OCTOBER 19, 2007
It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of the Academic Faculty Assembly of October 19, 2007. The motion passed.

APPROVAL OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES TO BE CONFERRED AT WINTER COMMENCEMENT ON DECEMBER 15, 2007
It was moved and seconded to approve the list of candidates for degrees to be conferred on December 15, 2007. The motion passed, and the list was approved, conditional upon the candidates’ satisfactory completion of their respective degree requirements.

REPORT FROM THE FACULTY SENATE
Professor William McCaughrin, Chair of the Faculty Senate, reported on the following items: 
· The Budget Advisory Committee met with President Brazil on December 5, 2007, to discuss budgetary issues. The BAC will continue to monitor faculty compensation at Trinity as compared with compensation at fifty other colleges and universities.
· The Faculty Senate will hold elections early in the Spring semester. Professor McCaughrin encouraged faculty members to consider running for election to the Senate.
· The Faculty Senate will again administer a survey from the Higher Education Research Institute in order to collect data regarding faculty satisfaction, goals, and activities.

REPORT FROM THE UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM COUNCIL
Professor John McGrath, Chair of the University Curriculum Council, presented a motion to revise the description of the Arts and Literature Understanding in the Courses of Study Bulletin, as follows: “The goal of courses in both subdivisions is to demonstrate the cultural significance of the aesthetic experience by introducing students to the various disciplines that deal with art, theater, film, music, and literature. The goal of courses in both subdivisions is for students to cultivate contextual awareness, intellectual independence, and creative insight through a process of aesethetic engagement.” 
Professor Andrew Kania moved an amendment to delete the words “a process of aesthetic engagement” and to insert the words “engagement with works of art.” The motion was seconded and defeated. 
The motion to revise the description of the Arts and Literature Understanding was approved.

Professor McGrath then presented a motion to revise the requirements for the Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration in order to require all students seeking a B.A. in Business Administration to complete a second major. 
Professor Jonathan King moved an amendment to delete all references to “the pre-med course of study.” The motion was seconded and approved. 

Professor Bill McCaughrin then moved to commit the proposal to the UCC with the instruction that the UCC consider objections raised by faculty members at the Academic Faculty Assembly. The motion was seconded and defeated.

The motion to revise the requirements for the Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration was approved as amended.

Finally, Professor McGrath presented a proposal to revise the requirements for the Bachelor of Science in Business Administration in order to require all students seeking a B.S. in Business Administration to complete an approved study abroad experience or a foreign language course numbered 2302, or its equivalent. The motion was approved.
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:37 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
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Dr. Duane Coltharp

Secretary of the Faculty
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