ACADEMIC FACULTY ASSEMBLY

M I N U TE S

Stieren Theater
Friday, April 27, 2007
2:30 p.m.
CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME, AND REMARKS

President John Brazil called the meeting to order and offered some brief remarks on the following items:
· Following the recent shooting at Virginia Tech, President Brazil has asked the Crisis Management Team to review Trinity’s plans for responding to various crises.
· A search committee has selected four finalists for the position of Vice President for Student Affairs, and the VPSA search will be concluded in the coming weeks.
· The Capital Campaign continues to go well, having recently attracted a gift of $1.1 million from an unexpected donor.
· The Office of Admissions has recruited an exceptionally gifted first-year class for 2007-08 with a strong minority, out-of-state, and international presence. President Brazil congratulated the Admissions staff and thanked the faculty for representing the University at events such as Trinity 360. 

· At the recommendation of the Faculty Senate, the Board of Trustees will again invite selected faculty members to a lunch during the Board’s May meeting.
· The Office of Residential Life will begin pilot-testing some recommendations of the Task Force on Upper class Student Life in 2007-08, including non-compulsory sophomore housing opportunities.
· Several capital improvement projects will be carried out during the summer months, including the renovation of Lightner Residence Hall.

· In the Fall 2007 semester, President Brazil will appoint a University task force on sustainability.

· The Trinity chapter of Habitat for Humanity, in cooperation with the Greek Council, has raised $25,000 to pay for half the costs associated with building a Habitat house.
· The Coates Library recently received the Excellence in Academic Libraries Award from the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL).

VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS AND DEAN OF THE FACULTY
Vice President Michael Fischer continued the meeting as chair. He introduced Professor Alida Metcalf, the Chair of the Quality Enhancement Plan Implementation Committee, who reminded the faculty that the topic for Trinity’s QEP will be “Expanding Horizons: Using Information in the Twenty-First Century Knowledge Economy.” Professor Metcalf noted that the committee will brainstorm ideas with interested faculty members in a series of lunches and a coffee hour, will hold a day-long workshop in May, and will write a draft of the QEP during the summer. 

Professor Metcalf introduced the members of the QEP Implementation Committee: Professor Bert Chandler (Chemistry), Professor Charlene Davis (Business Administration), Professor Judy Fisher (English), University Librarian Diane Graves (Coates Library), Sara Hills (student representative), Professor Mark Lewis (Computer Science), Professor Michelle Millet (Coates Library), Megan Murphy (student representative), Ben Newhouse (Campus and Community Involvement), Professor Diane Persellin (Music), Professor Bladimir Ruiz (Modern Languages and Literatures), Associate Vice President Diane Saphire (Information Resources and Administrative Affairs), and Coordinator of Research Programs Claudia Scholz (Academic Affairs).

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE ACADEMIC FACULTY ASSEMBLY OF MARCH 2, 2007.
It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of the Academic Faculty Assembly of March 2, 2007. The motion passed.

APPROVAL OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES TO BE CONFERRED AT THE MAY 12, 2007, COMMENCEMENT

It was moved and seconded to approve the list of candidates for degrees to be conferred at the May 12, 2007, Commencement. Alfred Rodriguez, Registrar, made two corrections. The motion passed, and the list was approved, conditional upon the candidates’ satisfactory completion of their respective degree requirements.

REPORT FROM THE ACADEMIC HONOR COUNCIL

Professor Barbara MacAlpine, Faculty Advisor to the Honor Council, reported that Honor Code cases during the 2006-07 academic year have involved plagiarism, improper collaboration, cheating on tests, and other ethical issues. The Honor Council has surveyed students on the effectiveness of the Honor Code at Trinity, and student responses have highlighted the need for greater clarity and uniformity in the ways in which faculty members enforce the Honor Code in their classes.

Finally, Professor MacAlpine thanked the student members for their contributions to the Honor Council: External Chair Travis Thonhoff, Internal Chair Katherine Schmidt, Ashante Reese, Megan Gallant, Erum Poonawala, Latoya Comer, Ashleen Kelly, Jacque Thibeaux, John Folmnsbee, Veronica Mruk, Alison Hoing, Kyle Roy, Saira Bhimani, Emily Darius, Alex Buck, Amy Diggs, Bethany Richter, Adrienne Stanley, and Michelle Haskin.

REPORT FROM THE FACULTY SENATE
Professor William McCaughrin, Chair of the Faculty Senate, reported on the activities of the Senate during the 2006-07 academic year. The Senate conducted a Faculty Governance Survey in August, instituted Governance Briefings at the Senate’s regular meetings, and assigned faculty constituencies to each senator in order to improve communication across campus. The Committee on Evaluation of Teaching held two special faculty meetings in 2006-07; the Budget Advisory Committee compiled a comparative faculty compensation report; and an ad hoc committee has begun exploring the possibility of a 3/2 teaching load.
On behalf of the Faculty Senate, Professor Tim O’Sullivan conducted elections for the Hearing and Investigating Committees. There were no nominations from the floor. Paper ballots were distributed. The results will be announced within the next few days.

REPORT FROM THE UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM COUNCIL
Professor Kim Robertson, Chair of the University Curriculum Council, reported on the activities of the UCC during the 2006-07 academic year. Professor Robertson reported that the UCC met eleven times this year and considered 198 individual proposals from twenty-nine different departments or programs. The Council created thirty-one new courses, deleted ten courses, and added sixteen courses to the current Common Curriculum. It also presented eight discussion items at meetings of the Academic Faculty Assembly in Fall 2006, including the creation of an African Studies concentration within the International Studies major and the creation of Computing as a Second Major.
Professor Robertson then introduced the UCC members for 2007-08: Andrew Kania (Philosophy), Paul Kelleher (Education), Glenn Kroeger (Geosciences), Nanette Le Coat (Modern Languages and Literatures), Berna Massingill (Computer Science), John McGrath (Speech and Drama – Chair), Michael Soto (English – Vice Chair), Dan Spiegel (Physics and Astronomy), and Dante Suarez (Business Administration). Finally, Professor Robertson acknowledged the work of Professor Chris Nolan (Coates Library), Fred Rodriguez (Registrar), Associate Vice President Duane Coltharp (Academic Affairs), and Administrative Secretary Ruby Contreras (Academic Affairs). 
PRESENTATION OF DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
Vice President Fischer announced the recipients of the Distinguished Achievement Awards, and President Brazil presented each recipient with a commemorative medal and an award of $2,000.
· Junior Faculty Awards for Distinguished Teaching and Research:


Professor Aaron Delwiche (Communication) and Professor Adam Urbach (Chemistry)
· Award for Distinguished Advising:
Professor Farzan Aminian (Engineering Science) 

· Award for Distinguished University and Community Service:
Professor Don Van Eynde (Business Administration)

· Award for Distinguished Scholarship, Research, or Creative Work or Activity
Professor Nancy Mills (Chemistry)

ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:25 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
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Dr. Duane Coltharp

Secretary of the Faculty
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