ACADEMIC FACULTY ASSEMBLY

M I N U TE S

Chapman Auditorium

Friday, October 19, 2007
2:30 p.m.
CALL TO ORDER
President John Brazil called the meeting to order and offered some brief remarks on the following items:
· The Capital Campaign continues to go well. A running total of $141 million in pledges and gifts was announced at the September meeting of the Board of Trustees. 

· The Committee for Compliance Certification has submitted its finished report to the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools off-site review committee. President Brazil thanked Vice President Charles White, Vice President Michael Fischer, Associate Vice President Diane Smith, and Associate Vice President Diane Saphire for their work on this project.
· The presidential task force on sustainability, chaired by Professor Richard Reed, has begun exploring sustainability issues on the Trinity campus.
· Alumni Weekend, scheduled for October 19-21, will include numerous receptions and reunions, a football game, and a chapel service.
VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS AND DEAN OF THE FACULTY
Vice President Michael Fischer continued the meeting as chair. He invited Fred Zapata, Director of Information Technology Service, and Felicia Lee, Vice President for Student Affairs, to introduce several new contract staff members in their divisions:
Information Technology Service
Denise Amos, Telecommunication Analyst

Gerardo Guzman, User Support Analyst

Jared Pack, Senior Systems Administrator

Student Affairs

Brain Hirsch, Director of Career Services

Joshua Beebe, Greek Organizations Advisor 

Gavin Steiger, Coordinator of Disability Student Services
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE ACADEMIC FACULTY ASSEMBLY OF AUGUST 16, 2007.
It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of the Academic Faculty Assembly of August 16, 2007. The motion passed.

REPORT FROM THE FACULTY SENATE

Professor William McCaughrin, Chair of the Faculty Senate, reported that the Senate is continuing to explore the possibility of instituting a 3/2 teaching load for full-time faculty members. He also noted that the Senate plans to organize a luncheon to enable faculty members to learn about the progress of the Capital Campaign.
Professor McCaughrin then presented a proposal to revise the policy governing “Excused Absences from Class” (revision of Faculty and Contract Staff Handbook, Chapter 6B, VII). The motion was approved.
Professor McCaughrin presented a proposal to require departments to document measures of teaching effectiveness in addition to student evaluations (revision of Faculty and Contract Staff Handbook, Chapter 6H, II, and Chapter 6H, II, A). The motion was approved.
Professor McCaughrin presented a proposal to require chairs to discuss teaching effectiveness by using evidence in addition to student evaluations (revision of Faculty and Contract Staff Handbook, Chapter 6H, II, D). The motion was approved.
Professor McCaughrin presented a proposal to request the Office of Academic Affairs to orient all incoming students regarding the use of student evaluations (addition of Faculty and Contract Staff Handbook, Chapter 6H, III, F). The motion was approved.
Professor McCaughrin presented a proposal to require customized student evaluation forms in conjunction with a common set of evaluation questions (revision of Faculty and Contract Staff Handbook, Chapter 6H, II, B, Chapter 6H, III, B, and Chapter 6H, III, C). The motion was approved.
Professor McCaughrin presented a proposal to revise policies governing the calculation of summary statistics (revision of Faculty and Contract Staff Handbook, Chapter 6H, II, C). The motion was approved.
Professor McCaughrin presented a proposal to revise the title and description of the Committee for Student Evaluation of Courses and Faculty (revision of Faculty and Contract Staff Handbook, Chapter 2E, III, D). Professor Brooks Hill moved an amendment to insert the words “distributed according to the University’s disciplinary groups” in the first sentence of Chapter 2E, III, D. The amendment was approved. The motion to revise the title and description of the Committee for Student Evaluation of Courses and Faculty was approved as amended. 
Finally, Professor McCaughrin presented a proposal to adopt the previously distributed form as the common set of evaluation questions. Professor Don Van Eynde moved an amendment to delete the content of the proposed form beginning with the words “I took this course primarily to fulfill requirements for” and ending with the words “Considering your selections above, please comment on your experience in this course,” and to insert specific questions under the rubrics “Learning,” “Course,” and “Instructor.” The amendment was defeated. The motion to adopt the previously distributed form as the common set of evaluation questions was approved.
REPORT FROM THE UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM COUNCIL

Professor John McGrath, Chair of the University Curriculum Council, reported that the UCC has appointed an ad hoc committee to consider policies governing internships for Trinity students, and another ad hoc committee to explore the possibility of creating a Writing across the Curriculum program.
Professor McGrath then presented a proposal to create a Minor in Creative Writing. Professor Kim Robertson moved an amendment to delete the phrase “interdisciplinary program that is” from the bulletin description of the minor. The amendment was approved.

Professor Randy Nadeau moved an amendment to delete the phrase “to complement a major in another area” from the bulletin description of the minor. The amendment was defeated.

Professor Brooks Hill moved an amendment to delete the following sentence from the bulletin description of the minor: “Completion of the program will be indicated on the student’s transcript with the notation ‘Minor in Creative Writing.’” The amendment was approved.

Professor Paul Myers moved an amendment to replace the word “continue” with the word “pursue” in the bulletin description of the minor. The amendment was approved.

The motion to create a Minor in Creative Writing was approved as amended.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
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Dr. Duane Coltharp

Secretary of the Faculty
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