ACADEMIC FACULTY ASSEMBLY

M I N U TE S

Chapman Auditorium
December 11, 2008
2:30 p.m.
CALL TO ORDER

President John Brazil called the meeting to order and offered some brief remarks on the following items:
· Although the national economy remains unpredictable, the President anticipates no budget cuts for the remainder of the 2008-09 fiscal year. Trinity will probably need to increase financial aid for the Spring 2009 semester and for the 2009-10 academic year to offset economic losses experienced by students and their families. The President expects that there will be a pool for merit increases for faculty salaries in 2009-10.
· The consultant will report on the planned science and engineering facilities at the January meeting of the Board of Trustees. The University will carry out renovations in Chapman Center, the Parker Chapel, and Storch Memorial Library over the summer.
· The Capital Campaign has raised over $184 million. Despite the economic downturn, President Brazil expects that the Campaign will meet its goal by May 2009.

· Thirty faculty searches continue across campus, and there are no plans to cancel any of these searches.
· The President’s Task Force on Sustainability is developing proposed language for the Faculty and Contract Staff Handbook so that the task force can become an Administrative Committee.

VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS AND DEAN OF THE FACULTY
Vice President Michael Fischer continued the meeting as chair. Vice President Fischer invited Professor Judith Fisher (English), Co-Chair of the Information Literacy Committee, to report on the progress of the Information Literacy project. Professor Fisher offered brief remarks on the following items:

· Professor Fisher thanked those faculty members who participated in the Information Literacy workshop in May 2008 and two Information Literacy symposia during the Fall 2008 semester.

· Professor Fisher invited faculty members to apply for course-development grants for 2009-10 and noted that the Information Literacy Committee will consider applications as they are submitted. Other funding opportunities – including three travel grants and a course release for an Information Literacy Project Coordinator – are still available.

· The May 2009 workshop, tentatively scheduled for May 19-20, will focus on Information Literacy goals in the Common Curriculum and the majors.

· Professor Charlene Davis (Business Administration) will serve as Co-Chair of the Information Literacy Committee during the Spring 2009 semester, while Professor Fisher is on academic leave.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE ACADEMIC FACULTY ASSEMBLY OF OCTOBER 24, 2008
It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of the Academic Faculty Assembly of October 24, 2008. The motion carried.

APPROVAL OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES TO BE CONFERRED AT WINTER COMMENCEMENT ON DECEMBER 20, 2008

It was moved and seconded to approve the list of candidates for degrees to be conferred at Winter Commencement on December 20, 2008. The motion carried, and the list was approved, conditional upon the candidates’ satisfactory completion of their respective degree requirements.

REPORT FROM THE FACULTY SENATE

Professor William McCaughrin, Chair of the Faculty Senate, reported that the Senate will begin sponsoring a short period of open discussion after each Academic Faculty Assembly. Professor McCaughrin also reported that the Budget Advisory Committee met recently with President Brazil and encouraged him to discuss the University’s financial stability with the faculty. Professor McCaughrin also mentioned that several positions on the Senate, including the position of chair, will be filled in elections during the Spring 2009 semester.
Vice President Fischer urged the faculty to thank Professor McCaughrin for his service as Chair of the Faculty Senate.
REPORT FROM THE UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM COUNCIL

Professor Michael Soto, Chair of the University Curriculum Council, reported that the UCC continues to work on two ongoing projects, the revision of the University’s transfer credit policies and the evaluation of the Senior Experience requirement within the Common Curriculum.
Professor Soto then presented a motion to eliminate the Composite Major in the Humanities. A motion was made and seconded to amend the proposal by inserting “as possible” in item III, “Recommended Courses.” The motion carried. The motion to eliminate the Composite Major in the Humanities was approved as amended.
Professor Soto then presented a motion to create a certification in Environment/Sustainability across the Curriculum. The motion carried.
Professor Soto then presented a motion to create a Bachelor of Science degree with a major in Chinese Studies within the EAST (East Asian Studies at Trinity) program. A motion was made and seconded to amend the proposal by replacing “Bachelor of Science” with “Bachelor of Arts.” The motion was defeated. The motion to create a Bachelor of Science degree with a major in Chinese Studies was approved.
Professor Soto then presented a motion to create a minor in East Asian Studies within the EAST program. The motion carried.

Finally, Professor Soto presented a motion to create a minor in Entrepreneurship. The motion carried.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:33 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
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Dr. Duane Coltharp

Secretary of the Faculty
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