
ACADEMIC FACULTY ASSEMBLY

M I N U TE S

Chapman Auditorium
December 10, 2009
2:30 p.m.
CALL TO ORDER

President John Brazil called the meeting to order and offered some brief remarks on the following items:  

· President Brazil is working closely with President-elect Dennis Ahlburg to ensure a smooth transition.
· Planning for the 2010-11 budget has begun, and the University continues to enjoy a sound financial condition.
· The first phase of the planned science and engineering facility is almost fully funded.
· Purchase of the Oblate property has been delayed because a potentially endangered species of spider has been discovered on the property.

· President Brazil expressed his gratitude to the faculty and the campus community for the opportunity to serve Trinity over the past ten years.

VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS AND DEAN OF THE FACULTY
Vice President Michael Fischer continued the meeting as chair. 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE ACADEMIC FACULTY ASSEMBLY OF OCTOBER 23, 2009
It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of the Academic Faculty Assembly of October 23, 2009. The motion carried.

APPROVAL OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES TO BE CONFERRED AT WINTER COMMENCEMENT ON DECEMBER 19, 2009
It was moved and seconded to approve the list of candidates for degrees to be conferred at Winter Commencement on December 19, 2009. Fred Rodriguez offered two corrections. The motion carried, and the list was approved, conditional upon the candidates’ satisfactory completion of their respective degree requirements.

REPORT FROM THE FACULTY SENATE

Professor Diane Graves, Chair of the Faculty Senate, reported that the Senate has created an Open Access Committee to implement the new Open Access policy. The Senate has also formed an ad hoc committee, in conjunction with the University Curriculum Council, to investigate alternative teaching-load and curricular models.
Professor Graves then presented a motion to create handbook language for a “Trinity University Open Access Policy” (Faculty and Contract Staff Handbook, Chapter 5C). The motion carried.
Professor Graves then presented a motion to revise the Academic Honor Code (Faculty and Contract Staff Handbook, Chapter 6K). 

Professor Harry Wallace moved to delete all references to percentages in Chapter 6K, Article IV. The motion carried.
Professor Nina Ekstein moved to add the following sentence to Chapter 6K, Article II.C: “Simply stating that one did not choose to plagiarize is not in itself exculpatory.” The motion carried.

The motion to revise the Academic Honor Code was adopted as amended.
REPORT FROM THE UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM COUNCIL

Professor Andrew Kania, Chair of the University Curriculum Council, reported that the UCC continues to work on an internship policy, a revised external-credit policy, and the evaluation of the Senior Experience.
Professor Kania then presented a motion to create a minor in Biomathematics. The motion carried.

Professor Kania then presented a motion to revise “The Major” (Courses of Study Bulletin, p. 42).

Professor Saber Elaydi moved to delete the sentence, “As part of the application process, students must complete an online evaluation of the first-year advising program,” and to insert the following sentence: “Students may complete an online evaluation or written evaluation of the first-year advising program during the student evaluation of the First-Year Seminar.” The motion died for lack of a second.
Professor Mahbub Uddin moved to revise one sentence as follows: “As part of the application process, students must are strongly encouraged to complete an online evaluation of the first-year advising program.” The motion carried.

The motion to revise “The Major” was adopted as amended.

Professor Kania then presented a motion to revise the Computer Skills requirement (Courses of Study Bulletin, p. 37). 
Professor Paul Myers moved to revise one sentence as follows: “Students must fulfill this requirement by taking successful completion of one of the approved courses or by successful completion of the IT Skills exam given during their first year.” The motion carried.
Professor Mike Kearl moved to revise item II.B.7 as follows: “Information Ethics (e.g., privacy, legal use and citation of software and data, etc.).” The motion carried.

The motion to revise the Computer Skills requirement was adopted as amended.
Professor Kania then presented a motion to revise the title, the number, and the description of ANTH 3364 (new number: ANTH 3464) (old title: Economic Anthropology; new title: Morality in the Marketplace). The motion carried.
Finally, Professor Kania presented a motion to revise Understanding Human Social Interaction (Courses of Study Bulletin, pp. 40-41).
Professor John Huston moved to revise the proposed “Approaches to the Social Sciences” criteria by combining the first two bullet points, by inserting “or,” and by replacing “Application of” with “Courses apply.” The motion carried.

The motion to revise Understanding Human Social Interaction was defeated.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
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