ACADEMIC FACULTY ASSEMBLY
MINUTES
Stieren Theater
Friday, May 1, 2009
2:30 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER
President Brazil called the meeting to order and offered brief remarks on the following items:
· Trinity University has canceled none of its thirty-one faculty searches in response to the economic downturn. President Brazil and Vice President Fischer are delighted at the success of this year’s searches.
· President Brazil will present a conservative budget for fiscal year 2009-10 at the May meeting of the Board of Trustees, and will discuss this budget in the near future with the Budget Advisory Committee of the Faculty Senate.
· The Office of Admissions continues to enjoy success in recruiting a first-year class for 2009-10, although Admissions is expecting a greater-than-usual “summer melt.”
· The University’s architects will present plans for the new science and engineering facilities at the May meeting of the Board of Trustees. President Brazil hopes to have plans for the first phase of construction approved by the end of 2009 so that construction can begin during the Spring 2010 semester.
· The Capital Campaign is very near to reaching the goal of $200 million. The Campaign will officially continue until September.
· Trinity remains interested in purchasing the Oblate property and has an oral agreement with the Oblates. The University has no specific plans for that property at the moment.

VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS AND DEAN OF THE FACULTY
Vice President Michael Fischer continued the meeting as chair. Vice President Fischer introduced Professor Charlene Davis, Co-Chair of the Information Literacy Committee, who reported on the progress of the Information Literacy project during the Spring 2009 semester. Nine faculty members received grants in Spring 2009 to support the creation or revision of courses, and one faculty member received the first Information Literacy Project Coordinator grant. In May 2009, the committee will sponsor a workshop focused on information literacy in the Common Curriculum and major courses, as well as smaller workshops focused on the first-year experience and on the evaluation of work resulting from last year’s faculty workshop. Professor Davis extended the committee’s best wishes to Professor Alida Metcalf for her work on information literacy at Trinity. Finally, Professor Davis thanked all the faculty and staff members who have participated in the Quality Enhancement Plan.

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE ACADEMIC FACULTY ASSEMBLY OF MARCH 20, 2009
It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of the Academic Faculty Assembly of March 20, 2009.


APPROVAL OF CANDIDATES FOR DEGREES TO BE CONFERRED AT THE MAY 16, 2009, COMMENCEMENT
It was moved and seconded to approve the list of candidates for degrees to be conferred at the May 16, 2009, Commencement.  The motion passed, and the list was approved, conditional upon the candidates’ satisfactory completion of their respective degree requirements. 

REPORT FROM THE ACADEMIC HONOR COUNCIL
Professor Carl Hubbard, Faculty Advisor to the Academic Honor Council, reported on the activities of the Honor Council for 2008-09. So far this academic year, the Council has heard twenty-three hearings involving twenty-seven students. Twenty-one of these students were found responsible. There was one unsuccessful appeal. 

The Council has recently received a report from the Academic Honor Code review committee, and the Council will consider this report and its recommendations in Fall 2009.

Finally, Professor Hubbard noted that the last day for faculty members to file an Honor Code complaint for the Spring semester is May 14, and that related hearings will be held on May 19.

REPORT FROM THE FACULTY SENATE
Professor Diane Graves, Chair of the Faculty Senate, reported on the activities of the Senate for the Spring 2009 semester:
· The Senate organized a faculty social with members of the presidential search committee, and the Senate continues to facilitate communication with the faculty members of the search committee. 
· The Senate passed a resolution reaffirming Trinity’s commitment to a “no guns” policy on campus and forwarded that resolution to members of the state legislature. 
· The Senate also heard an initial report on a Freedom of Expression and Mutual Respect policy, the draft of which has been distributed to all department chairs. 
· Finally, the Senate heard a proposal for an open access policy, which the Senate is developing in tandem with Oberlin College.

Ongoing issues for the Senate include procedures related to online course evaluations, the feasibility of a 3/2 teaching load and a junior faculty leave policy, revisions of the Joint Statement on Rights and Freedoms of Students, revisions of the parental leave policy, and revisions of the review schedule for vice presidents and associate vice presidents.

On behalf of the Faculty Senate, Professor Andrew Hansen conducted elections for the Hearing and Investigating Committees. There were no nominations from the floor. Paper ballots were distributed. The results will be announced within the next few days.

REPORT FROM THE UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM COUNCIL
Professor Michael Soto, Chair of the University Curriculum Council, mentioned some of the highlights of the UCC’s work in 2008-09, including creation of the Entrepreneurship minor and the Chinese Studies major within the East Asian Studies at Trinity (EAST) program, as well as wholesale revisions in the Education department, the Urban Studies program, and the Fitness Education requirement.

Professor Soto thanked the members who served on the UCC in 2008-09 and introduced the new members for 2009-10: David Crockett (Political Science), Kevin Livingstone (Biology), Kate Lopez (Business Administration), Linda McNeil (Music), Kevin Nickels (Engineering Science), and David Rando (English). 

PRESENTATION OF DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
Vice President Fischer announced the recipients of the Distinguished Achievement Awards, and President Brazil presented each recipient with a commemorative medal and an award of $2,000.

· Junior Faculty Awards for Distinguished Teaching and Research:
	Professor Timothy O’Sullivan (Classical Studies) and Professor Kathleen Surpless (Geosciences)

· Award for Distinguished Advising:
Professor Mary Ann Tetreault (Political Science)

· Award for Distinguished University and Community Service:
Richard Reams (Counseling Services)

· Award for Distinguished Scholarship, Research, or Creative Work or Activity
Professor Meredith McGuire (Sociology and Anthropology)

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:16 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,


Dr. Duane Coltharp
Secretary of the Faculty
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