ACADEMIC FACULTY ASSEMBLY
MINUTES
Chapman Auditorium
Friday, March 20, 2009
2:30 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER
President Brazil called the meeting to order and offered brief remarks on the following items:
· Because most departmental budgets will remain unchanged for fiscal year 2009-10, the University will allow departments to carry over a portion of their unused S&E from 2008-09 to 2009-10.
· There will be a modest increase in salaries for 2009-10, and there will be no reduction in benefits.
· The number of first-year applications for 2009-10 is encouraging, but the Office of Admissions anticipates a larger-than-usual “summer melt.”
· The University increased financial aid to students in the middle of 2008-09, and it will need to increase financial aid even further for 2009-10.
· There are no plans to cancel ongoing faculty searches.
· Capital projects for the summer include renovations of Storch Memorial Building and Chapman Auditorium, and the addition of classroom space in the Parker Chapel.
· The University has selected an architect to plan for the second phase of the master plan science and engineering facilities project.
· Professors Victoria Aarons (English), Bill Christ (Communication), Carey Latimore (History), Jennifer Mathews (Sociology and Anthropology), and David Ribble (Biology) are the faculty representatives on the Presidential Search Committee.
· The Capital Campaign had raised $193 million as of the January Board of Trustees meeting. President Brazil remains confident that the campaign will be successfully concluded in May.


VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS AND DEAN OF THE FACULTY
Vice President Michael Fischer continued the meeting as chair. He invited Associate Vice President Sheryl Tynes (Academic Affairs) and Professor Mark Lewis (Computer Science) to discuss the latest developments in the student evaluation of courses and teaching. Professor Lewis addressed the scanning and software errors that occurred when teaching evaluations were processed after the Fall 2008 semester, and he noted that these errors have been resolved. Associate Vice President Tynes reported that Information Technology Services will offer additional secretarial training in early April, and she suggested that departments should continue discussing the question of paper or online evaluation.


APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE ACADEMIC FACULTY ASSEMBLY OF DECEMBER 11, 2008
It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of the Academic Faculty Assembly of December 11, 2008.


REPORT FROM THE FACULTY SENATE
Professor Diane Graves, Chair of the Faculty Senate, reminded the faculty that Associate Vice President Diane Saphire (Information Resources and Administrative Affairs) would present the results of the Higher Education Research Institute survey immediately following the Academic Faculty Assembly. Professor Graves also mentioned the April 3 faculty mixer sponsored by the Faculty Senate.

Professor Graves then presented a motion to revise the Academic Integrity Policy (Faculty and Contract Staff Handbook, Chapter 6D). The motion carried.

Professor Graves then presented a motion to revise the “Policy Regarding Disruption of Class” (Faculty and Contract Staff Handbook, Chapter 6B, Article XII). The motion carried.

Professor Graves then presented a motion to delete the “Examination Security” Policy (Faculty and Contract Staff Handbook, Chapter 6B, Article XIII). A motion was made to postpone action on this proposal until the current review of the Academic Honor Code has been completed. The motion to postpone was seconded and carried.

Finally, Professor Graves presented a motion to revise the Constitution of the Faculty Organization (Faculty and Contract Staff Handbook, Chapter 2A, Article II, D, and Chapter 2A, Article II, V). The motion carried.


REPORT FROM THE UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM COUNCIL
Professor Michael Soto, Chair of the University Curriculum Council, thanked the UCC’s standing committees (the Interdisciplinary Second Major Committee, the Commission on Graduate Studies, the Committee for the Assessment of the Common Curriculum, and the First-Year Seminar Steering Committee) for their work throughout the year. 

Professor Soto then presented a motion to revise the requirements for the Master of Arts in School Psychology in the Courses of Study Bulletin. The motion carried.

Finally, Professor Soto presented a motion to revise the Fitness Education requirement in the Common Curriculum. The motion carried.


ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 3:34 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted,


Dr. Duane Coltharp
Secretary of the Faculty
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