ACADEMIC FACULTY ASSEMBLY

M I N U TE S

Chapman Auditorium
Friday, March 4, 2005
2:30 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER, WELCOME, AND REMARKS

President John Brazil called the meeting to order and offered some brief remarks and noted that:  
· The University budget for 2005-2006 will allow the university to continue to address strategic priorities such as salaries and benefits, including healthcare, and financial aid.  
· The Trustees have endorsed a goal of $200,000,000 for the Capital Campaign. A Case Statement for the campaign has been drafted and will evolve as donors’ interests evolve. In early fall, two large events on campus will kick off the campaign, which is expected to last up to three years.
· Five Trustees have recently been added to the Board. They are Mr. E. Carey Joullian IV, Mustang Fuel Corporation; Dr. Katherine Wood Klinger, Genzyme Corporation; Mr. Oliver T. Lee, TW Lee Management LLC; Ms. Melody Boone Meyer, Chevron Texaco; and Mr. Michael F. Neidorff, Centene Corporation.  All are Trinity alumni.
· Proposals made by the Senate Special Committee on Faculty Engagement are being reviewed.
· The Ruth Taylor Arts Complex is not quite on schedule because of the weather, but it is anticipated that it will be in use by the spring semester 2006.
· Rt. Honorable Lord George Robertson, former Secretary General of NATO, will be speaking in Laurie Auditorium on March 8 as part of the Distinguished Lecturers’ Series.   
VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS

Vice President Fischer continued the meeting as chair.  
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE ACADEMIC FACULTY ASSEMBLY OF December 9, 2004
It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of the Academic Faculty Assembly of December 9, 2004.  The motion passed.

REPORT FROM THE FACULTY SENATE 

Professor Mackenzie Brown, Chair of the Faculty Senate summarized the Senate’s recent activities:  
· The Senate shall present two proposals at the April 29, 2005 faculty assembly. One proposal concerns changes in policy regarding reappointment of departmental chairs, and the other a revision to the description and responsibilities of the Admissions, Financial Aid, and Scholarships committee.  

· The Evaluation of Teaching Committee has completed its interviews with department chairs regarding their use of student course evaluations, and the results of this survey have been reported to the Senate and also presented to the Chairs’ Council at its February 28 meeting.  Based in part on the findings of this report, the Senate has agreed to establish a committee to work on revising the current form.  

· The U Я Us Committee, charged with investigating ways to enhance faculty commitment to and investment in the Trinity community, continues to work with the Administration to re-establish a faculty club. As reported earlier, the Administration is continuing to look into re-establishing a beginning-of-the-year dinner and inaugurating a year-end faculty fiesta.  Enhancing faculty involvement in the University is also being encouraged by the Administration as it seeks participants for developing the various faculty initiatives (presently numbered at six) for the upcoming capital campaign.  

· Regarding other business, the Senate has received communications from faculty expressing concerns over parking and over the nature of the Distinguished Lecture Series.   
· Finally, the Senate has appointed a new faculty representative to the National Alumni Board, Alan Kownslar.   He will be replacing Carl Leafstedt, who has served as the faculty representative for the last three years.
REPORT FROM THE UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM COUNCIL

Professor Chris Pursell, Chair of the University Curriculum Council (UCC), reported as follows:
· The UCC has formed a new standing committee to address the need to assess the common curriculum on a continued basis - the Committee for the Assessment of the Common Curriculum.

· The UCC recently established guidelines for the Senior Experience Requirement of the Common Curriculum and asked Chairs and Program Directors to use these guidelines when defining the Senior Experience for their programs. Submissions should be received by the UCC before the November deadline for copy for the 2006-2007 Courses of Study Bulletin.
· The UCC is soliciting nominations for new UCC members for Group 1 (Classical Studies, History, ML&L), Group 3 (Art and Art History, Communication, Music), and Group 4 (Biology, Chemistry, Geosciences, Physics and Astronomy).

· The ad hoc committee on transfer credit is continuing its work on developing general guidelines for transferring credit into Trinity University.
· A sub-committee of the UCC is making editorial changes and corrections to the UCC bylaws, in particular, the removal of references to the former Divisional Councils.
Professor Pursell then presented a motion to revise the Courses of Study Bulletin by creating a discrete section titled ADD/DROP in the Enrollment Information section (pp 19-20). (Recommended to the Faculty for approval by the UCC at its January 2005 meeting and distributed to the Faculty on February 8, 2005)
REGISTRATION

Registration for continuing students will take place during the preceding semester. All continuing students planning to enroll for the upcoming semester must register during this period. Undergraduate students who miss this period may register late during the late registration or add/drop period of the new semester upon payment of a $100 late registration fee.

Registration for new students will be held on the opening days indicated on the Academic calendar. The late registration fee will be charged after the close of regular new student registration.

Admission to classes is closed after six days of a regular semester and after five days of a summer term. After those dates, which are specified in the Academic calendar, a student may not enter a new course and no further registration for the term will be accepted.

Registered students may enter modular classes starting after the beginning of the semester on or before the fourth day of the modular class by filling out the appropriate form in the Office of the Registrar. Permission of the instructor of the class is required.

ADD/DROP PERIOD

Students may add courses to their schedule through the sixth day of classes of a regular semester and through the fifth day of classes of a summer term. After those dates, which are specified in the Academic calendar, a student may not enter a new course and no further registration for the term will be accepted.

Students may drop courses from their schedule through the sixth day of classes of a regular semester and through the fifth day of classes of a summer term.  After those dates, which are specified in the Academic calendar, a student may only withdraw from a class with a grade of W.

WITHDRAWAL FROM A COURSE

The University Registrar establishes a course withdrawal deadline for each semester and summer session. The last day to withdraw from a course shall be during the ninth full week of classes in fall and spring semesters and during the third full week of classes in the summer term.  If a student withdraws from a course after the Add/Drop period, a grade of W will be entered on the student’s transcript.
Withdrawal deadlines for classes offered for a portion of a semester are established as follows. A student may withdraw from such a class with a grade of W until the end of the third week of the course during the fall or spring semester, or the first week during the summer semester. After these dates, withdrawal may be made only with approval from the Office of Academic Affairs. The Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs: Curriculum and Student Issues shall consult with the instructor before approving exceptions to  withdrawal policies.

Withdrawal forms are available in the Office of the Registrar. Students failing to file proper withdrawal forms by the appropriate deadline must complete classes for which they are registered or receive an F.

The date of the withdrawal is important with regard to deadlines for tuition refunds as indicated in the Student Expenses section of this bulletin.

After the withdrawal deadline no student may withdraw from a class except in an emergency such as hospitalization.

The Faculty then voted to adopt the revision and insert it in the appropriate place in the Courses of Study Bulletin.
Professor Pursell then presented a motion to extend  the drop period during the ADD/DROP period of a regular semester by five (5) days. (Recommended to the Faculty for approval at the January 21 UCC meeting and distributed to the Faculty on February 8, 2005) 
REGISTRATION

Registration for continuing students will take place during the preceding semester. All continuing students planning to enroll for the upcoming semester must register during this period. Undergraduate students who miss this period may register late during the late registration or add/drop period of the new semester upon payment of a $100 late registration fee.

Registration for new students will be held on the opening days indicated on the Academic calendar. The late registration fee will be charged after the close of regular new student registration.

Registered students may enter modular classes starting after the beginning of the semester on or before the fourth day of the modular class by filling out the appropriate form in the Office of the Registrar. Permission of the instructor of the class is required.

ADD/DROP PERIOD

Students may add courses to their schedule through the sixth day of classes of a regular semester and through the fifth day of classes of a summer term. After those dates, which are specified in the Academic calendar, a student may not enter a new course and no further registration for the term will be accepted.

Students may drop courses from their schedule through the eleventh sixth day of classes of a regular semester and through the fifth day of classes of a summer term.  After those dates, which are specified in the Academic calendar, a student may only withdraw from a class with a grade of W.
WITHDRAWAL FROM A COURSE

The University Registrar establishes a course withdrawal deadline for each semester and summer session. The last day to withdraw from a course shall be during the ninth full week of classes in fall and spring semesters and during the third full week of classes in the summer term.  If a student withdraws from a course after the Add/Drop period, a grade of W  will be entered on the student’s transcript.
Withdrawal deadlines for classes offered for a portion of a semester are established as follows. A student may withdraw from such a class with a grade of W until the end of the third week of the course during the fall or spring semester, or the first week during the summer semester. After these dates, withdrawal may be made only with approval from the Office of Academic Affairs. The Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs: Curriculum and Student Issues shall consult with the instructor before approving exceptions to  withdrawal policies.

Withdrawal forms are available in the Office of the Registrar. Students failing to file proper withdrawal forms by the appropriate deadline must complete classes for which they are registered or receive an F.

The date of the withdrawal is important with regard to deadlines for tuition refunds as indicated in the Student Expenses section of this bulletin.

After the withdrawal deadline no student may withdraw from a class except in an emergency such as hospitalization.

The Faculty then defeated the proposal by a majority vote.
Professor Pursell then presented a motion to revise the Admission Deficiencies section of the Courses of Study Bulletin. (Recommended to the Faculty for approval at the January 21 UCC meeting and distributed to the Faculty on February 8, 2005)
ADMISSION DEFICIENCIES

Candidates for admission are expected to have completed with a C- or better  upon high school graduation four years/credits of English, three years/credits of college preparatory mathematics including either trigonometry or precalculus, three years/credits of science (including two years/credits of laboratory science), three years/credits of social studies, and two years/credits of a single foreign language., and at least one year’s additional academic elective. 

Students admitted to Trinity who have not completed the minimum high school course work specified above must register for college courses that remove the deficiencies at the earliest time such college courses are available. The conditions are absolved and college credit is given for such courses in which a grade of C- or better is made. A one-semester course in a subject at the college level will absolve one year of deficiency and a full-year course will absolve two years of deficiency.

A mathematics deficiency must be removed by completing a MATH course from this bulletin or an equivalent course.

A deficiency in foreign language must be absolved by courses in the same language. If a student makes a grade of D in such a course, the deficiency is removed, but the course must be repeated to obtain college credit. The Office of the Registrar will monitor  enforce removal of deficiencies. Deficiencies may not be waived by faculty advisors. Any exception to policy regarding a deficiency would require approval by the Office of Academic Affairs.

The Faculty then voted without dissent to adopt the revised section and insert it in the appropriate place in the Courses of Study Bulletin.

Professor Pursell also presented a motion to create a Minor in Scientific Computing (Recommended to the Faculty for its approval at the February 4 UCC meeting and distributed to the Faculty on February 8, 2005) 
SCIENTIFIC COMPUTING

FACULTY ADVISORY COMMITTEE:

Farzan Aminian, Ph.D., Professor, Engineering Science
Saber Elaydi, Ph.D., Professor, Mathematics; Chair
Julio Roberto Hasfura-Buenaga, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Mathematics

Allen Holder, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Mathematics

Mark Lewis, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Computer Science

Kevin D. Livingstone, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Biology

Natasa Macura, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Mathematics

David O. Ribble, Ph.D., Professor, Biology
Luis F. Schettino, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Psychology
Dennis W. Ugolini, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Physics
ADAM URBACH , Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Chemistry
THE MINOR
Scientific Computing is a multi-disciplinary program designed for science majors who want to learn how computing is used as an investigative tool.  The program of study brings together courses from Computer Science, Mathematics, and disciplines in the life and natural sciences.  Each student takes the required core courses in calculus, computer science and scientific computing.  After the core, there are two tracks of study, one for students pursuing majors in the life sciences (Scientific Computing – Life Sciences) and one for students pursuing majors in the physical sciences (Scientific Computing – Physical Sciences).  These tracks provide the mathematical background for scientific computing, and they provide an opportunity to use scientific computing skills in an upper-level course in the student’s academic major.  This includes completion of an approved 3000-level course (or higher) in the discipline and SCOM 3199 – Scientific Computing Project.  

Students interested in a Scientific Computing minor will submit an application to the chair of the Committee, who will assign a faculty advisor to the student.  Completion of this program will be indicated on the student’s transcript with the notation “Minor in Scientific Computing – Life Sciences” or “Minor in Scientific Computing – Physical Sciences,” depending on the selected track.

A minor in Scientific Computing will consist of a total of 19 to 20 semester hours, depending on the upper-level course selected in the major.  The requirements for a minor in scientific computing are as follows:

A.
The Core (6 hours)

• CSCI 1320

Principles of Algorithm Design I

• CSCI 2323

Scientific Computing
B.
Mathematics for Scientific Computing (9 hours in one of two tracks)

Life Sciences Track:



• MATH 1307

Calculus I for the Life and Social Sciences



• MATH 2330

Mathematical Models in Life Sciences



• MATH 2331

Probabilistic Models in Life Sciences

Physical Sciences Track:



• MATH 1311

Calculus I



• MATH 3320

Probability and Statistics for Engineers and Scientists



• MATH 3338

Mathematical Modeling
C.
Disciplinary Practice (4-5 hours depending on the chosen elective)

• SCOM 3199

Scientific Computing Project



[Must be taken in conjunction with one of the courses listed below]


• And one of the following courses from the appropriate track:



Life Sciences Track:




• BIOL 3434

Ecology




• BIOL 3440

Animal Behavior 



• BIOL 3444

Molecular Biology



• MATH 4394

Senior Project




• PSYC 3311

Sensory and Perception



• PSYC 3331

Memory and Cognition




• PSYC 3333

Simulation of Neural and Cognitive Processes


Physical Sciences Track:




• CHEM 3334


Physical Chemistry (includes lab CHEM 3135)




• CHEM 3432


Analytical Chemistry




• CSCI 3352


Simulation Theory




• MATH 4394

Senior Project



• PHYS 3321


Statistical Physics and Thermodynamics




• PHYS 3322


Classical Mechanics and Nonlinear Dynamics




• PHYS 3325


Optical Physics




• PHYS 3336


Advanced Theoretical Physics




• PHYS 4343


Quantum Physics




• PHYS 4346


Advanced Modern Physics

SCOM 3199
Scientific Computing Project

The course involves undertaking a project that expands one of the laboratory or classroom exercises to make significant use of computers as a research tool.  Students must work with a faculty mentor to develop an appropriate project (usually the instructor in the course).

Co-requisite:  Enrollment in this course requires concurrent enrollment in one of the disciplinary practice courses approved for section C of the requirements for a minor in Scientific Computing.  

After some discussion, the motion was tabled.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at   3:37p.m.








Respectfully submitted,
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Sarah Predock Burke









Secretary of the Faculty
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