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DEGREE REQUIREMENTS

 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES

 

THE TRINITY CURRICULUM

 

Trinity University offers undergraduate programs leading to the Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, and Bachelor of Music degrees, with majors in 26 departments and programs. Students are thus offered a wide variety of options, broadened further by the great number of individual choices open to them in fulfilling the requirements of their chosen degree programs. At the same time, the University is fundamentally committed to ensuring that all Trinity undergraduate degrees represent the broad and solid base of general learning with an underlying commitment to responsible participation in human affairs, which is called a liberal education.

 

The Trinity Curriculum has three components. The first is called the Common Curriculum because it provides the foundation in the liberal arts and sciences of all the bachelor’s degrees awarded by the University. Through it, all students are introduced to the common life of learning, reflection and discussion in which they are expected to share during their University years.

 

A second component of the Trinity Curriculum is the major. This component provides for in-depth study of a field of specialization. The requirements for each major are found in this bulletin in the departmental listings.  Students may elect multiple disciplinary majors and/or construct a second, interdisciplinary major in consultation with their major advisors.
 

The third component of the Trinity Curriculum, the elective courses, enables the student to pursue other personal interests, to explore new areas of learning, or to pursue a minor or a second major.

 

To receive an undergraduate degree a student must:

 


Complete at least 124 semester hours (129 semester hours for a Bachelor of Science in Engineering Science; 132 for a Bachelor of Music, Major in Choral or Instrumental Music, or 141 semester hours for a Bachelor of Music, Major in Performance or Composition). At least 60 hours must be taken outside the major.

 


Complete the Common Curriculum.

 


Complete at least one major.


Complete 30 upper-division hours.

 


Earn a minimum grade point average of 2.0 in both the major and the entire program of study.

 


Satisfy the residency requirement. (See “Residency Requirement” in this section.)

 

To become eligible for a second, and different, bachelor’s degree, a student must earn a minimum of 30 additional semester hours of work in residence beyond the requirements for one degree, 18 of which must be upper division. He/she must also complete courses necessary to meet the specified requirements for the second degree and major. In all the additional courses the student must have at least a 2.0 cumulative grade point average. Two undergraduate degrees can be awarded simultaneously to the same person. However, the two degrees must be of different types, such as a B. A. and a B. S.

 

A student who completes the requirements for two majors without earning the additional credit required for a second degree will receive a single degree with a double major. 

Student Responsibility

This Bulletin is designed to assist the student and academic advisor in planning and scheduling a degree program.  Each student at Trinity University should keep in mind, however, that he or she alone is ultimately responsible for understanding and fulfilling all degree requirements.

THE COMMON CURRICULUM

 

The Purpose of the Curriculum

The Common Curriculum reflects Trinity’s commitment to the liberal arts and sciences. The Curriculum is meant to establish for each Trinity student a basis for understanding the varied domains of human knowledge and experience. The Curriculum also includes skills necessary for active, critical and creative participation in the academic life of the University. Paramount among those skills are the abilities to think creatively and critically, and to express such thinking effectively both orally and in writing. Together, those understandings and skills are necessary for the personal, lifelong quest for understanding of oneself and one’s place in the world, and the serious commitment to respond to the opportunities and needs of society and self, which are true marks of a liberally educated person. The Common Curriculum consists of the following:

 

I.
The First Year Seminar and Writing Workshop 

A. The First Year Seminar (FYS)


Every new student must enroll in a First Year Seminar (GNED 1300 or GNED 1301) in the first year at Trinity. Major primary works in any of the fields traditionally included in the liberal arts and sciences are assigned for study and discussion in the seminars, which serve both to induct the students into an intellectual discussion of substantive issues, and to enhance their speaking, writing and bibliographic skills. A new transfer student with 26 semester hours of transfer credit or whose high school graduation date is a year or more prior to his or her matriculation at Trinity is exempted from the First Year Seminar requirements. The total number of hours required for any Trinity degree shall not be reduced by an exemption from the First Year Seminar.

B. The Writing Workshop

 

The Writing Workshop addresses itself to the refinement and enhancement of skills in critical reading, analysis, judgment and written composition, making sure that students are proficient in the use of these essential tools early in their academic careers.

 


With few exceptions, first-year students will enroll, during their first year at Trinity, in a section of the Writing Workshop. The exceptions are: (1) students who have a score of 5 on the Advanced Placement Test in English Language and Composition, or the Advanced Placement Test in English Literature and Composition; or (2) students who transfer an equivalent course from another institution.

 


C.  Four Options for Fulfilling these Requirements

1. First Year Seminar and Writing Workshop in consecutive semesters with separate topics/foci.

2. Conjoined sections of First Year Seminar and Writing Workshop under a single topic with multiple sections, each section earning six hours of academic credit (for example, HUMA 1600).

3. First Year Seminar under a single topic with multiple sections and a consecutive, non-aligned section of Writing Workshop (for example, the First Year Seminar in Science and Religion in the fall / Writing Workshop in the spring).

4. Individual sections of First Year Seminar conjoined with individual sections of Writing Workshop in a given semester—fall or spring.

II.
Foreign Language, Computer and Mathematical Skills

 

Given the importance of skill in the use of foreign languages, of proficiency in the use of computers, and of an understanding of mathematical reasoning for contemporary liberally educated graduates, the Common Curriculum sets these minimum standards.  Students are encouraged to go beyond the minimum in all these areas.
 

A.  Foreign Languages


Study of a foreign language is an essential part of a liberal arts education.  Students are encouraged to continue their study of a foreign language and to study new languages.
The University requires two years of a foreign language (either ancient or modern) for admission. To graduate from Trinity, students must reach a minimum level of competence corresponding to that attained after successful completion of the first semester of the second year of college foreign language study (courses numbered “2301”).  Students can fulfill this graduation requirement by:

· Successfully completing a third-semester (intermediate) language course or higher at Trinity University, or receiving transfer credit for such a course

· Successfully completing an approved intermediate language course while studying abroad for at least one semester in a non-English speaking country

· Receiving an acceptable score on the Advanced Placement (AP) Test, the International Baccalaureate (IB) Exam, or the SAT II Language Exam

· Taking the third year of a single language in high school and receiving a B or better in the final semester of the last year

· Passing a language placement exam offered by the Department of Modern Languages and Literatures or the Department of Classical Studies

B.  Computer Skills

Students must be able to use computers to collect, organize, analyze and communicate information in an academic environment. We expect that all students add to their computing skills at Trinity. During orientation their first year, students will take an examination to determine if they have competency in the following skills: (1) Introduction to Computing (hardware, software, files and formats); (2) Computers and Text (the uses of word processing software); (3) Computers and Numbers (quantitative analysis using spreadsheet software); (4) Computers and Information Retrieval (structuring and retrieving data using database software); (5) Computers and Graphics (visualizing and illustrating ideas using graphics software); (6) Computer Communications (using Local Area Networks, electronic mail and the World Wide Web); and (7) Computer Ethics (issues of privacy and the legal use of software and data). Students who do not pass the test must fulfill this requirement by the end of the first semester of the sophomore year by completing an approved course built around these criteria which includes both instruction in, and hands-on use of computers and computer network resources.

 

C.  Mathematics

The University requires completion of three years of college preparatory mathematics, including either trigonometry or pre-calculus for admission as a first-year student. Further development of the quantitative ability of all students is required as part of Understanding Quantitative Reasoning.

 

III. 
Fitness Education

 

Students should possess sufficient knowledge, understanding, and skill to enable them to make intelligent decisions relating to health and fitness through life. This requirement may be satisfied by:

1. having participated in a sport or fitness activity at the varsity or club level; or

2. the successful completion of any approved sport or fitness activity course numbered PHED 11--.

 

IV.   The Senior Experience

A senior experience offers Trinity students various ways to reflect on and unify their four years at Trinity while moving toward their post-baccalaureate goals. Students must complete one of the following four options in order to satisfy the senior experience:

1. Senior Thesis (as defined by individual departments)

2. Major Capstone course (as defined by individual departments)

3. Senior Synthesis (paper or project)

4. Senior Interdisciplinary Seminar

Senior Synthesis

A senior synthesis may take the form of a substantive paper or project in which the student makes connections among courses in the five Understandings.  

Senior Interdisciplinary Seminar

The purpose of the Senior Interdisciplinary Seminar is to encourage students to reflect upon the whole of their education at Trinity, including the major and the Common Curriculum.  Courses in the Senior Seminar are interdisciplinary in nature.  

V.  The Understandings

· Understanding Cultural Heritage

· Understanding the Arts and Literature

· Understanding Human Social Interaction

· Understanding Quantitative Reasoning

· Understanding Science and Technology

The Common Curriculum is designed to involve all students in learning in these fundamental areas, which represent the essentials of a liberal arts education. The courses will, where appropriate, include the development and demonstration of writing and speaking skills.


In order to ensure breadth in the Common Curriculum, the following restrictions apply: 

1) 
A student may take no more than seven hours in a single department to satisfy these requirements. 

2) 
In no case may a student apply a single course to satisfy more than one of the Understandings.

3) 
Should a given course be certified as meeting the criteria of more than one of the Understandings, students taking that course for Common Curriculum purposes must decide, in consultation with their advisors, the Understanding to which it will actually apply.

4) 
Neither the First Year Seminar nor the Writing Workshop may be used to meet the requirements of any of the Understandings.

 
The Understandings

Understanding Cultural Heritage

Understanding the traditions that underlie the world's cultures. Three courses, at least one from each of the following two categories: 

· Traditions Indigenous to Africa, Asia, the Americas, Australia, and Oceana

· Greco-Roman, Jewish, and Christian Traditions through the Early Modern Period

(9 hours)

Rationale:

The primary emphasis in these courses is on cultural character, how societies have defined themselves through their beliefs and customs and how these definitions have changed through time and from culture to culture.  Text-based courses in the Understanding analyze documents in order to illuminate larger historical and cultural processes.  To encourage students to enlarge their horizons in both time and space, the Understanding is subdivided between traditional “western” cultures and “non-western” cultures, and includes courses that concentrate on the past.  Since most Trinity students are already immersed in contemporary western culture, this Understanding requires students to have an understanding of at least one culture indigenous to Africa, Asia, or the Americas, and to have an understanding of the formation of western culture from the ancient Greeks through the early modern period. The goal of this understanding is to encourage the development of a historically-informed, critical understanding of the cultural traditions of the world through an awareness of the multiple ways humans have constructed their societies. 

Criteria:

Traditions Indigenous to Africa, Asia, the Americas, Australia, and Oceana
· Courses emphasize the cultural traditions indigenous to Africa, Asia, or the Americas.
· Courses emphasize larger historical and cultural processes, with an emphasis on cultural character.

Greco-Roman, Jewish, and Christian Traditions 

· Courses address the foundations of Western culture, from the ancient Greeks through the early modern period.

· Courses emphasize larger historical and cultural processes, with an emphasis on cultural character. 

Understanding the Arts and Literature

Understanding the arts and literature as principal ways of expressing and enriching the human spirit, approached through involvement with artistic creation, performance, and theories of production and critique; and with the critical analysis of literary texts.  Three courses, at least one from each of the following two categories: 

· Visual Arts, Music, Performance, and Aesthetic Production

· Literary Studies

(9 hours)

Rationale:

This Understanding reflects the fundamental importance of the arts and literature to a liberal arts education. The courses in this category approach the arts and literature from multiple perspectives. The first subdivision, “Visual Arts, Music, Performance, and Aesthetic Production,” emphasizes the production of art as well as theories of production, performance, and historical/cultural analysis. The second subdivision, “Literary Studies,” emphasizes the analysis of literary texts in a range of historical/cultural and rhetorical contexts. The goal of courses in both subdivisions is to demonstrate the cultural significance of the aesthetic experience by introducing students to the various disciplines that deal with art, theater, film, music, and literature.

Criteria:

Visual Arts, Music, Performance, and Aesthetic Production

Courses emphasize at least one of the following:

· close study of art work in a range of contexts

· theories and techniques of aesthetic production and performance

· active participation in aesthetic production and performance 

Literary Studies

Courses emphasize at least one of the following:

· close study of the literary text in a range of contexts

· theories and techniques of literature and literary production

Understanding Human Social Interaction

Understanding the behavior of individuals and groups within social, historical, and institutional contexts, focusing on the ways in which the social sciences and humanities seek to understand human behavior and social cultures, and providing an in-depth investigation of significant social issues and cultural values that help shape individual and social choice. Three courses are required to satisfy this understanding:

· Approaches to the Social Sciences (2 courses)

· Social Issues and Values (1 course)

(9 hours) 

Rationale:

This Understanding addresses the broad range of human behavior, along with its causes and consequences. The goals of this Understanding are (1) to explain the behavior of humans in their capacity as individuals as well as social agents through the theoretical and methodological approaches of social sciences disciplines; and (2) to reflect upon formation of cultural values and their complex interplay with human choices and actions.
Criteria:
 Approaches to the Social Sciences

· Courses utilize at least one of the basic theoretical, analytical, or methodological approaches of one of the social sciences; and

· Courses impart the substantive character of its discipline, elucidating the selected approach or approaches within the broader context of the chosen discipline.

Social Issues and Values

Courses emphasize at least one of the following:

· Ways of comparing, critically assessing, and choosing social values

· Application of values to human choice, social issues, and/or society itself

· Application of the methods of at least one of the social sciences in understanding a significant social issue or institution

Understanding Quantitative Reasoning

Understanding mathematics, symbolic abstraction, and quantitative analysis as modes of cognition and tools in problem solving. (1 course, 3 hours)

Rationale:

This Understanding introduces students to methods of thought and language indispensable to a liberal education, to enlightened citizenship in an increasingly technological age, and to understanding of scientific and social phenomena. The goals of this Understanding are (1) to give students an appreciation of the cognitive power of quantitative methods and their applications; (2) to provide them with a framework for problem solving; and (3) to endow them with tools to organize and interpret information and to make informed decisions. 

Criteria:

· Courses explore complex problems mathematically and teach problem solving within a structured mathematical framework.

· Courses include symbolic formulation and analysis.

· Courses interpret quantitative results and strive for the understanding of the mathematical apparatus.

Understanding Natural Science and Technology

Understanding the foundations and methods of the natural sciences and technology. Understanding ways that natural science and technology impact humans, society, and the environment. Two courses are required to fulfill this Understanding. One course must focus on the fundamentals of a natural science, and one course must actively involve the student in using scientific methods to explore physical or biological phenomena or technology. One of the two courses may fulfill both the natural science and use of scientific methods requirements.  (2 courses, at least 6 hours)

Rationale:

This understanding addresses the need of all students to understand the implications and benefits of science and technology, along with an appreciation of the potential and the limits of science and technology to address societal needs. The goal of the courses in this category is to promote greater literacy in science and technology by teaching students to understand the fundamental nature of science, the methods and results of the natural sciences, the methodologies of science and technology, and the relationship between science and technology.

Criteria:

All courses study the methods and results of the scientific study of the natural universe or the methods and results of applied science, engineering, and technology.  Courses may also focus on the impacts of science and technology on humans, society, and our world.  These impacts may include ethical, environmental, social, or philosophical issues.  Courses satisfying the natural science and using scientific methods requirements must also meet the following additional criteria:

Natural Science:

· Courses relate scientific results and methods to phenomena in the natural universe. These phenomena include physical, biological, chemical, and geological processes.

· Courses use the theories, results, and methods concerning one or more of these classes of phenomena.

     Using Scientific Methods:

· These courses actively involve the student in using scientific methods to study physical or biological phenomena or technology.

· Activities should include understanding the design of experiments, acquisition of data, analysis of data, drawing conclusions, and the testing of conclusions.

· These activities may be integrated in the course or may take place in a coupled laboratory course.

THE MAJOR

 

The candidate for a baccalaureate degree must fulfill the requirements for a major in one of the departments or in one of the interdisciplinary majors listed in the Courses of Study Bulletin. Official admission to a major program occurs in the sophomore year, although the student may begin taking courses in the major department before official admission. A student may apply to major in multiple departments.

 

After students achieve sophomore standing and before achieving junior standing, they must apply for admission to the chair of the department in which they wish to major or to the chair of the committee administering the chosen interdepartmental major. Application forms for this purpose are available in the Office of the Registrar. When the student is accepted, a copy of this form showing acceptance by the chair should be filed with the Office of the Registrar, a copy given to the student, and a third copy retained in the departmental office.

 

Students may be accepted without conditions or accepted on a provisional basis for one semester. Provisional status, if imposed, should be noted on the application forms. At the end of the provisional semester, the chair will notify the student and the Office of the Registrar of the final decision of the department.

 

Students denied acceptance for a major and unable to achieve approval in another major area must withdraw from the University.

 

A student who must withdraw from the University because he/she cannot achieve approval in a major may appeal the denial of acceptance for a major to the Vice President for Academic Affairs. The student must make the appeal in writing within ten days of the decision to deny his or her acceptance to a major, stating reasons for the appeal and explaining any extenuating circumstances. If the student is not satisfied with the Vice President’s decision, he or she may appeal to the President of the University.

Interdisciplinary Majors

Students may pair an existing major with an individually created interdisciplinary major. The major is designed (and pursued) in close consultation with faculty in the relevant departments and approved in advance by the beginning of the junior year by an advisory council on individually designed majors. It is the responsibility of the student to select the courses that will make up his or her interdisciplinary second major and to demonstrate that these courses construct a rigorous and comprehensive learning path not possible under a currently existing major.

INTENSIVE SUMMER EXPERIENCE

An intensive summer experience program offers the opportunity for short, intensive courses and activities that might not be possible or suitable during the entire summer session. Intensive programs can be excellent for special topics courses, educational tours, experiential learning, choir and orchestral tours, etc. Intensive programs permit concentration in a way not possible during a normal course. Intensive programs also allow students to explore areas that might not otherwise fit into their demanding academic programs and thus could foster intellectual curiosity and creativity. 
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