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Center for Educational Leadership

What is Teachers As Scholars?

Teachers As Scholars represents both a new vision of professional development and an innovative collaboration between college and university faculty and public school teachers. Through the program, K – 12 teachers participate in small one- or two-day seminars led by leading professors in the humanities, sciences, and social sciences and are thus connected to the world of scholarship — one reason many of them became teachers in the first place.

Trinity University launched the Teachers As Scholars program for San Antonio-area school districts in the spring of  2003 and has received an outstanding response from local teachers. This year’s program expands on that success. 

Registration Information

Who is eligible: Any teacher employed by a public school system belonging to Trinity University’s Center for Educational Leadership is eligible to participate. This includes all districts in Bexar County and the New Braunfels and Comal Independent School districts.

For seminars with limited enrollment, registration will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.

How to Enroll

1. Inform your principal of your interest in Teachers as Scholars.

2. Complete the application form in this brochure. 
3. Submit your completed form to your district’s staff development coordinator.

Continuing Professional Education Credit

Each seminar day carries six (6) clock hours of CPE credit.

Hours

Seminars generally run from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., except where noted. All take place on the Trinity campus, although some may involve field trips off campus. Transportation will be provided for field trips.

For More Information

For additional information about the program, contact Catherine Morell Nickle at (210) 999-7583 or email TAS@trinity.edu.

2007 SEMINARS

1. From Page to Stage: Dramatic Structure as a Creative Strategy
Associate Professor Stacey Connelly, Department of Speech and Drama
DATE: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13 

HOURS: 9:00 am-4:00 pm with 1 hour for lunch.

DESCRIPTION: This one-day workshop would offer teachers a fun, flexible model for play analysis based on a modern interpretation of Aristotelian theory. Students will apply the theory to four fascinating modern plays. Through exercises involving the reading aloud of scenes, discussion, visual and written analysis, and watching video excerpts of particular plot elements, participants will learn to identify elements of plot, principle themes, and how to identify plots of thought, character, or causally-related incidents. These techniques will improve participants’ skills in directing, including text analysis, actor coaching, ground plans, and staging/composition.
Registration Deadline: Friday October 5

All texts will be supplied by instructor.
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2. Literature of the Holocaust
Professor Victoria Aarons, Department of English
DATE: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20
HOURS: 9:00 am-3:00 pm with 1 hour for lunch. 

DESCRIPTION: This course will be structured around three varying historical and generational perspectives of the Shoah, the biblical term for ruin, calamity, and desolation, reintroduced into modern Hebrew to suggest the cataclysmic destruction of European Jewry, generally referred to as the Holocaust, that period of time from 1933-1945, in which the Nazi genocide destroyed a third of the world’s Jewish population. We will discuss the literature of the Holocaust from diverse perspectives: those writers who themselves experienced the Holocaust, who lived through the immediacy of events and their aftermath and whose first-hand accounts shape their narratives; and the “second generation: Holocaust writers, children of survivors whose own lives were shaped by the experiences of those who witnessed the Shoah and for whom the Holocaust is the single most defining condition of their lives.
Registration Deadline: Friday October 12
Required Reading:

Fink, Ida. A Scrap of Time. Northwestern University Press.  ISBN#0810112590.

Rosenbaum, Thane. Elijah Visible: Stories. St. Martin’s Griffin.  ISBN#0312198655.


Wiesel, Elie. Night. Bantam. ISBN #0553272535.
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3. China and the World

Professor Donald Clark, Department of History

DATE: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27

HOURS: 9:00 am-3:00 pm with 1 hour for lunch. 

DESCRIPTION: In the year 2008, Beijing will host the Summer Olympic Games. It will be staged as an extravaganza and China intends for it to be an occasion to assert China’s rightful place as one of the world’s leading great powers. The Chinese see the Olympics as a way to reclaim the respect that Imperial China once enjoyed as the “Middle Kingdom,” at least in Asia: the source of civilization and power for lesser peoples around its periphery. The 2008 Olympics will put an exclamation point at the end of two decades of stunning growth and change in the People’s Republic of China (PRC). After a century of humiliation at the hands of foreign, including Western, powers, China “stood up” in 1949 and established its own independence under the Communist Party led by Mao Zedong. The West has only slowly come to understand the emotional significance of this for the people of China. In the 1970’s, we opened a cautious dialogue with the Chinese, creating trade links and learning how to take the PRC seriously. Nowadays, when the Chinese are funding the American budget deficit and running huge trade surpluses, it’s easy to forget how sudden and recent China’s emergence has been. This day-long seminar will deal with the century of imperialism in China, the death of the traditional imperial system and the search for a modern system for China, and the emergence of “socialism with Chinese characteristics:” a Communist-led great power that allows considerable economic and individual freedom while holding a tight rein on political expression.
Registration Deadline: Friday October 19
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4. Appetite for Destruction: How to Destroy Your Favorite Piece of Music
Assistant Professor Andrew Kania, Department of Philosophy
DATE: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27

HOURS: 9:00 am-3:00 pm with 1 hour for lunch. 

DESCRIPTION: We all enjoy music of one sort or another, but what exactly is a ‘piece’ of music? One way to get a sense of the peculiar nature of this question is to ask yourself how you would go about destroying such a thing. Some works of art seem to be physical things; to destroy the Mona Lisa it is enough to destroy a particular paint-covered canvas. But how would you destroy Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony, or the Beatles’ Abbey Road? Thinking about these issues raises questions about the similarities and differences between musical works, performances, and recordings, and the various relations that gold between them. In this one-day seminar, we will investigate these ‘ontological’ issues with respect to a range of musics- Western classical, rock, and jazz, and some non-Western music. The focus will be on the musical interests of the participants, who will be encouraged to bring recordings, instruments, and other ‘musical objects’ relevant to them.
Registration Deadline: Friday October 19

Required Reading:


To be distributed by professor by October 19.
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5. Fractals Everywhere
Professor Saber Elaydi, Department of Mathematics

DATE: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27

HOURS: 9:00 am-3:00 pm with 1 hour for lunch. 

DESCRIPTION: Newtonian physics, theories of relativity, and quantum mechanics break down nature into its minutest parts in order to understand it. But now, through Chaos Theory, we have more holistic ways of making sense of turbulent and unpredictable natural phenomena. This workshop will provide an introduction to the mathematics involved in these new perspectives. Topics will include: 
· What is the chaos and the butterfly effect?

· Chaos in nature and the physical world

· Graphical and analytic methods

· Mathematics and chaos theory

· Fractals in nature and the human-made. 
The workshop will include hands-on experience with Maple, a computer algebra system. No programming experience is required.
Registration Deadline: Friday October 19
Recommended Reading:


Gleick, James. Chaos: making a New Science
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6. Cholera as a Teaching Tool
Professor Robert Blystone, Department of Biology

DATE: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3
HOURS: 9:00 am-3:00 pm with 1 hour for lunch.

DESCRIPTION: Since 1816 there have been 7 world wide pandemics of cholera and an eight in its beginning. Cholera has taken the life of a US President, a Russian composer, a German philosopher, and the namesake of Fort Worth, Texas. The historical impact of cholera is punctuated by the Broad Street Pump in Soho London where John Snow invented what is now called Public Health. Vibrio cholera is a Gram negative bacteria that can draw the life out of a human in as little as twelve hours after the onset of symptoms, usually diarrhea. The microorganism can cause the gut wall cell membranes to become open to the outflow of water and 20% of the body mass can be lost in well under a day. 

The molecular biology of cholera is fascinating. How does a normal bacterium go wrong? Why do people with type AB blood have greater immunity to an infection? Why don’t we have an effective vaccine for this bacterium? Bacterial plasmids, cyclic AMP, and G-proteins all contribute to the story of cholera. Cholera can be stopped dead in its tracks, yet governments are sometimes powerless to implement simple treatments for it.
This seminar will explore the biology, the politics, and the history of this small but potentially lethal life form.

Registration Deadline: Friday, October 26
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7. The Science of Self Esteem

Assistant Professor Harry Wallace, Department of Psychology

DATE: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 3

HOURS: 9:00 am-3:00 pm with 1 hour for lunch.

DESCRIPTION: The topic of self esteem has been a key pillar of the booming self-help industry that now dominates bookstores and talk shows. Unfortunately, the popular sources of information on self-esteem often ignore or make selective use of the large body of relevant empirical evidence. This workshop will explore the past 20 years of self-esteem, how it develops, how it can be assessed, and what it predicts. The information presented will confirm important beliefs of high self-esteem while highlighting why programs intended to raise self-esteem may be misguided and ultimately dangerous.

Registration Deadline: Friday October 26
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8. Modern Evolutionary Biology

Professor David Ribble, Department of Biology

DATE: FRIDAY NOVEMBER 9

HOURS: 8:30 am-2:30 pm with 1 hour for lunch.

DESCRIPTION: Recent controversies over the inclusion of “Intelligent Design” into Texas science textbooks have implied that there are doubts among evolutionary scientists about the validity of evolution by natural selection as the unifying theme of biology.  While controversies in the press may linger, scientists have continued to advance our understanding of the evolution of life on this planet and affirm Darwin’s original theory.  In this day-long seminar, professors from Trinity University who are actively engaged in evolutionary research will address the following topics in evolutionary biology:

• How advances in molecular biology have influenced our understanding of evolution.

• How modern studies of evolutionary classification and diversity (systematics) have illuminated the evolutionary history of life on this planet.

Whenever possible the instructors will teach by presenting problem sets demonstrating these topics. 

Registration Deadline: Friday November 2
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9. The Biology of Aging
Assistant Professor Jonathan King, Department of Biology
DATE: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10
HOURS: 9:00 am-3:00 pm with 1 hour for lunch.

DESCRIPTION: Why do we age? We will explore facets of the biological basis of aging. Many current hypotheses concerning mechanisms of aging abound with enthusiastic research coming from cellular, invertebrate and vertebrate models. The seminar will highlight new findings and place them in context with broader topics concerning aging. Important areas or research including free radical damage (why are antioxidants good?), molecular repair mechanisms (can you repair damage from aging?), Bioenergetics (aging and “slowing down”), and hormonal regulation will be considered. As with a variety of biological processes it will be important to discuss the genetic and environmental factors that contribute to or prevent aging. The incidence of cardiovascular disease and cancer dramatically rise with aging, and there will be discussion of these diseases and their links to the aging process. In light of all the new research and anti-aging hype that we are exposed to, we will examine the scientific basis for these claims and attempt to synthesize a workable model of aging.
Registration Deadline: Friday November 2
Required Reading:


The Science of Staying Young:

http://www.sciam.com/special/toc.cfm?issueid=23&sc=I100720
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10. Computer Simulations of Social Behavior
Assistant Professor E. Dante Suarez, Department of Business Administration
DATE: FRIDAY NOVEMBER 16
HOURS: 9:00 am-3:00 pm with 1 hour for lunch.

This course will introduce you to the fascinating world of computer simulation. Come and see how Multi-Agent Simulations (MAS) are changing the way we think about social interaction and society. Using the computer to model the world around us, the novel ideas of Complexity are changing forever the way in which the disciplines of Economics, Sociology, Political Science, Business Administration, and Evolutionary Biology define and analyze research problems. The course does not require any prior knowledge of any of these areas and is intended for teachers with an interest in general and social science. 

Registration Deadline: Friday November 9
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Teachers as Scholars Application Form

(Please submit your completed application form to your district staff development coordinator.)

Name:_________________________________________________________________________________

School:______________________________________ School District:_____________________________

Teaching Field and Level:__________________________________________

Work telephone:_____________________________  E-mail address:____________________________

Name and Number of seminar desired:________________________________________________________

Reason for interest in this seminar:

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Approved by District Coordinator:____________________________________________________________

Name

_________________________________________________________________

Signature                                                                                 Date

District Coordinators: Please fax completed applications to (210) 999-7592.









