Season Proposal: Cloud 9

1. Basic Information:
Cloud 9 by Caryl Churchill
Cast size: 7 – 4 men and 3 women, or possibly 3 men and 4 women playing 15 parts.

2. Educational Value:
The collision of gender identity that is at stake in this play is both a thematic and a formal house of mirrors that is simultaneously hilarious and challenging.  The very nature of selfhood as expressed in gender roles and social structure is uncovered and opens up many questions for intellectual debate as well as real issues of character and identity in acting, a significant challenge for our students.  The play also uses farce as a means of getting at the root of socially constructed roles, giving students the opportunity to play through different concerns from an actors perspective.  

For the larger community, the play raises so many issues of sexual identity that it makes your head spin.  I know when I teach this in Contemp Drama it always leads to passionate (and usually pretty fun) debate. 


3. Entertainment Value:
While addressing serious issues, this play is also just funny.  The characters, situations and level of absurdity are approachable and yet do challenge in their reach.  Some of the language is rather frank, but not inappropriate.

4. Resource Evaluation:
The cast size is my biggest concern here, being relatively small and not providing as many opportunities for women, but those it does provide are wonderful.  Costumes could be an issue for the first show of the year, but the English colonial Africa of the first act is supposed to be farcical, so we could extend beyond some normal constraints of truth to the period, and the second act is more contemporary casual, easily pulled and/or bought, so I would think that would make the whole thing doable.  I would update the second act to a more current time rather than the late 70’s of it’s premier.  That leads to some interesting issues in terms of peoples pre-AIDS response to sex in a post AIDS world, but I like that.  The set is tricky, but again we only need the outlines of things, and both acts are supposed to take place outside with a veranda of some sort in the opening act and a park bench in the second.  So only two distinct settings and one fairly sparse.

5.  Final Evaluation:
I think this show would be doable in the first slot of the season.  It is the fun choice.

Thanks,

Royd

