Les Liaisons Dangereuses

Christopher Hampton

Cast

La Marquise de Merteuil (30-50)

Vicomte de Valmont (30-50)

Le Presidente de Tourvel (30-40)

Mme de Volanges (40-50)

Le Chevalier Danceny (20-25)

Mme de Rosemonde (60+)

Cecile Volanges (15-20)

Azolan (20-30)

Emilie (30-40)

Various servants and lovers

Educational Value
This play provides actors with the challenge of acting in a period style. It is demanding both in terms of the speech and physicality of the late 1700s. Dialects are optional but not required, providing further potential for experience and growth. It also gives actors very mature emotional themes to delve into. It deals with intense sexuality as well as gender roles and dominance issues of the time period.

From a design standpoint, this play offers a great learning experience for all technical crews. In terms of costuming, the design and construction of period costumes is always a challenge that can be extremely educational. Designing and building the set as well as finding props would also be educational in terms of period styling.

For the student body, the show’s issues of sexuality and gender roles will be stimulating and highly relevant to today’s society. Love, lust, scandal, gossip, and social manipulation are common themes among college students. The fact that these themes play out in such a different setting than college students are used to provides a new and insightful perspective towards such situations. The ultimately disastrous ending for some of the characters also provides a moralistic message to the student body. 

Entertainment Value


The fact that this story has been remade into numerous movies, including an immensely popular modern teenage version shows the potential for the popularity of this show among college students. The themes while being intellectual and thought-provoking are also stimulating in their controversial and erotic events. It is an exciting show that is unique among period pieces. 


The surrounding community will find the play interesting for many of the same reasons as the student body. The fact that the plays dealings with sexuality are handled in a tasteful and timeless manner allows them to be appreciated by all ages without being overtly offensive. The movie versions of this show will provide a general knowledge of the piece for many audience members that will generate interest and help with publicity.

Resource Evaluation
Set: The set, if portrayed realistically, calls for eight different locations decorated in period style. Four of them are salons in various homes and three are bedrooms in various homes, so the set could easily be changed slightly in decorating schemes to reflect these different locations. The final location is an outdoor park. The set would be difficult, but not more so than recent shows have called for. 

Costumes: The costuming would be the most complicated technical aspect of this show. The fact that there are six females and three males to be costumed and the passage of time throughout the show might require changes of costumes provides extensive work for the costuming department. 

Both the set and costuming would require major resources both human and monetary, but the sound and lighting for the show would not need to be complicated or terribly challenging. 

There is a brief sword combat scene in the play that would require some fight choreography. 

Final Evaluation

This play would be best placed in the second slot of the season in order to give time for costume and scenery construction and to not interfere with the musical. 

