BASIC INFORMATION

Title: The Ride Down Mt. Morgan

Playwright: Arthur Miller

Number of Performers: 6 (3M/3F)

Characters:

· Lyman Felt: Male early 50s

· Theo Felt: Female  early 50s

· Leah Felt: Female late 20s/early 30s

· Bessie: Female early 20s

· Nurse Logan: Female mid 30s

· Tom Wilson: Male early 50s

EDUCATIONAL VALUE


This play is rarely done in the university setting, and will allow our students to flex their acting muscles in four fairly good characters (Lyman, Theo, Leah, and Tom).  The characters are older, but it wouldn’t be much of a stretch for our actors to play.

ENTERTAINMENT VALUE

I know a lot of universities do Arthur Miller plays, but they stick to the usuals (Death of a Salesman, Crucible, All My Sons, etc.).  Ride Down Mt. Morgan was first written in 1991, and finalized in 1998, and so it fits within the safe realm of Miller for audiences, but at the same time presents them with a play they’ve likely never seen.


The play is a dark comedy about bigamy, admittedly a hard sell, but it’s a lot of fun and far more humorous than Miller’s other efforts.

RESOURCES


The play goes in and out of flashbacks fairly often, but all scene changes can be accomplished with simple lighting areas.  The safari scene can be created with costumes and sound effects.  Nothing needs to be complicated.


The play takes place in the modern day, and goes back about twenty years.  Lyman wears a hospital gown for the bulk of the play, but sometimes wears a suit.  Relatively speaking, this would not be a very complicated show.  

FINAL EVALUATION


This play would probably work well in the 3rd slot of the season, during our traditional “bait-and-switch” Valentine’s Day weekend (popularized by Boy Gets Girl and Big Love).  Also, it is not a very technically intense show, and this show could be built quickly in that short month between classes starting after winter break and Valentine’s Day. 

