Season Proposal: Pains of Youth

1. Basic Information:
Pains of Youth by Ferdinand Bruckner, translated by Daphne Moore
Cast size: 7 – 4 women and 3 men.

2. Educational Value:
This play, written in 1924, contains some of the themes and hints at production style of Expressionist Drama out of which it comes, but is tied to a more realistic tradition as well.  It is more of a disillusionment of people in their twenties than the coming of age and sexual awakening of Spring Awakening, but deals with similar themes of sexuality and self identification.  Creating a world of medical students in Vienna provides a world that is both more adult, more decadent in many ways, and played though more obliquely.  I think this is a world in which students would identify, but challenges expectations in many ways as well.  It provides a performance style that is grounded in interaction with which students are familiar, but extends the range of that presentation toward the expressionistic, which would both provide a base for students to move from and extend their range and performance choices.  The single setting provides something manageable in design considerations, but bringing out the expressionist quality of that setting would provide reasonable challenges as well.

For the larger community, the values and social world view explored in this play asks many questions about a growing sense of self amidst human interaction that would certainly ask questions of a student audience that should provoke thought.


3. Entertainment Value:
This play was a popular success when it was introduced because of its compelling characters and risqué subject matter.  But the play does not simply use sexuality as a selling point, it pulls out the problematic nature of the growth of self identification in sexual terms in ways that are both engaging and challenging.

4. Resource Evaluation:
As a  smaller show, this still provides adequate opportunities for student.  4 strong female characters and 3 men plays in to the needs of the department in providing adequate and challenging roles for a reasonable number of people.  The world developed in the play is involved enough to offer design challenges without being overwhelming.  As mentioned, a single setting and 7 characters with a total of possible 10 costumes could be reasonably accomplished within the time frame of the first show of the season.

5.  Final Evaluation:
I believe this show would fit well into the first slot of the season if resources are a concern with some of the other options.  It would need to be paired with a larger show in the second slot to provide reasonable opportunities for a good amount of people.  We had also talked about doing a show from the earlier Modern period rather than bulking up on the contemporary end of things.  We haven’t done something as starkly expressionistic as this for a while, and I think it would provide a good balance to other shows we have done from more or less this era (Hedda and Our Town).

Thanks,

Royd

