Play Proposal:
I Hate Hamlet
By Paul Rudnick
Basic Information:

I Hate Hamlet calls for six performers (3f, 3m), with a broad range of ages from 20s to 30s to slightly more mature characters.

Educational Value:

I Hate Hamlet would offer students an opportunity to work on “an unashamed boulevard comedy”, develop their skills of comic timing and stage fighting (swords), and to look at Shakespeare’s Hamlet and ‘high art’ from a different perspective.  

Entertainment Value:

I Hate Hamlet is a no-holds-barred comedy full of lust, gusto, and “stylish deviltry.”  The play “celebrates theater, in all its artifice and happy dementia,” and deals with “all our secret, dirty thoughts concerning high art.”  The play will attract audiences interested in comedy, ghost stories, John Barrymore, or Shakespeare.  
Resource Evaluation:

The production demands for this show are significant.  Although there is one unit set suggesting a contemporary locale, the show is something of a ghost story.  It should reflect the magic of the ghost of ‘Barrymore’ within the gothic, enchanted apartment.  Set, costumes, and lighting will all need to reflect this sense of magic and style.  Aside from the character of Barrymore, all costumes are contemporary, yet will include a variety of changes, as well as rich fabrics and expensive-looking styles and designs.  
Additional resources: This show will need a fight choreographer, though one could probably be found in the local community.  Dialect coaching will be needed for a variety of New York accents, yet a faculty member will be able to supply this skill.  

Final Evaluation:

This script could be produced as part of a season of shows reflecting a ‘Hamlet’ theme, or on its own to balance a season of more serious dramas.  

**All quotations are from the script of I Hate Hamlet, published by Dramatists Play Service.
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