TEN LITTLE INDIANS by Agatha Christie  
1.  Basic Information

Ten people, each with something to hide and something to fear, are invited to a lonely mansion on Indian Island by a host who, surprisingly, fails to appear. On the island they are cut off from everything but each other and the inescapable shadows of their own past lives. One by one, the guests share the darkest secrets of their wicked pasts. And one by one, they die.

Casting:  3 F, 7 M

Rogers, the English butler

Mrs Rogers is the cranky housekeeper.
Narracott

Vera Claythorne is a newly-hired secretary to the lady of the house. 

Capt. Philip Lombard  is an adventurer.

Anthony Marston 

William Blore 

General Mackenzie The aging Gen. Mackenzie is crossing the border into senility

Emily Brent is the judgmental and Bible-reading

Sir Lawrence Wargrave is the take-charge justice 

Dr Armstrong is a neurosurgeon.

2. Educational Value:

Agatha Christie's play from her 1940 novel (published in the U.S. as ''And Then There Were None'') is one of the most enduring whodunits. Her play has the classic ingredients of a mystery: a group of guests is invited for a weekend on a remote island in a forbidding house. Then, the chills start. Secrets are revealed. And a murderer stalks the premises.

Clearly, this show would have interest in the English Dept.

We have never done a murder mystery.  It is a style of performance we should explore.  Excellent character roles with an opportunity for technical “tricks” on a “cool” set.  Beautiful period 40s costumes. 

3. Entertainment Value:

Agatha Christie.  The title “Dracula” brought students to our theatre.  Doing an Agatha Christie has the potential to bring in the larger San Antonio community as well as our campus population.  It is important for our students to have a show or two a season with popular appeal.  Playing to a full house has a great boost for our students and program.  This show should be an audience draw.

4. Resource Evaluation:

This is a period show, 1943. 

The set is an absent host's mansion.  A friend of mine, James Wolk, designed this show.  The following is what a reviewer says about his set designer … “a stolid stony place that suggests was carved out of a cliff. In the Frank Lloyd Wright style, the furniture is natural, natural to the extent that some of the rocks are carved out as bookcases and benches. The fortress feel of the set, only softened by a panoramic ocean view, reflects the inner coldness of the characters. Their flaws are revealed in a recording played soon after their arrival. The murderer then proceeds to force deadly penalties upon them for their crimes.”  All this is a set design, wow.

Costumes must be period 40’s a la murder mysteries.  

Lighting needs to be realistic interior with an ocean cliff sky and night outside.  There should be a feeling of a lighthouse.  The electricity turns off now and then with a storm, I believe

There are “tricks” in the set.  Gun shots that explode vases, secret doors and the like.  Nothing remotely close to Dracula.  
5. Final Evaluation:
Even though this play isn't exactly Chekov, it is a great and engaging story with excellent acting opportunities.  The realistic period set is something we can and should do.  For a director, it is an ensemble piece requiring a degree of acting style to carry it off.

