Play Proposal:

The Eccentricities of a Nightingale

By Tennessee Williams

Basic Information:

10 actors: 5 women, 5 men – 5 are substantial roles, 5 are good characters but in only one 

scene. 

Settings: fountain, rectory, house, doctor’s office in the same house, a small hotel room

Time/Place: Glorious Hill, Mississippi – shortly before the World War I

Educational Value:

The students will have an opportunity to work with Williams’ poetic language and a Southern dialect. Also, this play will push the actors emotionally with its heart-wrenching content. There is also the opportunity to learn Southern social codes and how those are reflected in mannered movements. One concern I have is that 3 of the characters are older (parents of the two lead characters) – this will present a challenge, and if there aren’t students that can play age convincingly this play will not be a good choice.

Entertainment Value:

The play is a tragedy about a woman who feels things very deeply and is too emotionally  expressive for the mannered Southern environment in which she lives. This story pertains to our culture in that eccentric artists (the lead character is a singer) are marginalized by the value we place on business and commerce. In America, we have a code of professionalism that restricts the expression of the individual; it may not be as extreme as early 20th century Mississippi, but there is cultural conservatism. Finally, Tennessee Williams is generally considered one of the 3 great American dramatists, he is widely known and will attract a large audience.

Resource Evaluation:

Sets can be suggested rather than fully realized, but there are multiple settings that call for different furnishings and decorations.

Costumes: The play is costume intensive, so if the clothes aren’t in stock, it may be unfeasible for the third slot.


Alma – 1 or 2 outfits, nightclothes (she is poor)


John – day outfit, going out clothes?, nightclothes


Alma’s father – Episcopal priest


Alma’s mother – nightclothes


John’s mother – day outfit, going out clothes?, nightclothes


Roger Doremus – artist


Vernon – artist


Mrs. Basset – artist and widow


Rosemary – artist


A traveling Salesman

Lighting: Lighting is important to create the various locals and times of day.

Final Evaluation:

This is a beautiful play, and would be a rewarding experience for the students and the audience. The advanced age of three main characters is a concern. Also, the technical demands might make it an unfeasible choice for the third slot.

Thank you,

Susanna Morrow

