Play Submission for Season Selection

ARMS AND THE MAN

Basic Information. George Bernard Shaw wrote Arms and the Man in 1894. It has three women and four men. The play is a conventional three-act comedy set in Bulgaria in 1885, during the Serbian-Bulgarian war. Much of the action (hiding, handling important props, covering up mistakes) is quite dependent on foolish sight gags and physical mishap, so the play borders on farce. The action is linear and causally-related. All the action occurs in the home of Major and Catherine Petkoff, the wealthiest citizens in a “in a small town near the Dragoman Pass,” a backwater region of the Balkans. The first act takes place late in November 1885 during a fierce street battle between Bulgarians and retreating Serbians and is set in Raina Petkoff’s bedroom, complete with balcony and romantic view. The second and third acts take place on one day in March of 1886, when Captain Bluntschli returns. Act II is set in the Petkoff garden and Act II is in the Petkoff library.

Cast

Catherine Petkoff (45)

Raina Petkoff (23)

Louka (22—servant)

Captain Bluntschli (34)

Nicola (40—servant)

Major Petkoff (50)

Sergius Saranoff (30)

Educational value. Shaw is always a delight and always a challenge; his language—very witty and dense with ideas-- must be clear and polished, while his stage action is rapid, funny, and full of sudden surprises. Every student “generation” should have the chance to perform in or at least see Shaw, a playwright seldom done in San Antonio. The roles would not be hard to fill: three good character actors are required to fill the older roles, and two skillful and contrasting pairs of juvenile/ingénues would be needed for the lovers. Since the play is set in Bulgaria, no British dialects are required—no dialects at all, in fact—so that’s one advantage. The folk setting of the piece combines old world Viennese style with more Moorish influences from the Balkans and the near East, so the scenery has real potential for variety, color, and beauty. 

Entertainment value. The shortest of Shaw’s three-act plays, Arms and the Man is fast-moving, charming, and a bit exotic. Shaw’s brilliant use of inversion throughout the piece deflates romantic ideas about warfare with alternately absurd and dismal images of what war is really like; best of all, it manages to de-bunk sentimental notions of romance and replace them with surprising truths, which—amazingly, creates a play of ideas that is genuinely romantic and very funny. 

Resource Evaluation. Costume Design. Bluntschli, Raina and Catherine would require two costumes (the women need nightgowns and dressing gowns), but the rest of the cast would not. Nicola and Louka need servants’ garments. Bluntschli’s first uniform would need to be distressed to look torn, dirty, and bloody. Lighting. No extraordinary demands on lighting are required. Scene Design. As noted above, three different settings are required, two interior, one exterior.

