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This is the last class of the Urban Studies program.  It is a reflective class.  I don’t require fieldwork, I don’t require bus rides, I don’t require measuring buildings or finding places for TIF.  I do require considerable effort made into considering and responding to the ideas of a few insightful authors on the condition of our cities, and our prospects for the future.  Without the bus rides, measurements, and TIFS, you couldn’t possibly consider these texts to the great degree that I want you to.  
Together, we will read four books:
Jane Jacobs.  1992 (1961).  The Death and Life of Great American Cities.  New York: Vintage Books. 

Mike Davis.  1992.  City of Quartz.  New York: Vintage Books.
Stephen Graham and Simon Marvin.  2001.  Telecommunications and the City: Electronic Spaces, Urban Places.  London and New York: Routledge.
Eric Klinenberg.  2002.  Heat Wave: A Social Autopsy of Disaster in Chicago.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.
Evaluation:  your performance in this class will be evaluated based on three things: day-to-day journal entries for our readings; quality day-to-day participation in class; and a final term paper.
1. Journals.

Everyone must maintain a reading journal.  Use a pocket folder with brads (like in elementary school!) that you can bring to class each day.  I will collect your journals at random throughout the semester, and entries will be graded.  Each journal entry should be approximately 1-1 ½ typed pages (single spaced).  Each one should begin on a separate page, and should have the date, the author’s name, and the pages read listed at the top.  Use the following bold headings for each journal entry:

1. 5-6 bulleted ‘key points’ from the reading;

2. An application of this material to another case, or to your personal experiences of the city; 

3. Areas for further study – think of this as a possible, doable; paper topic.
4. One critique or question of the theory, assumptions, methods, data etc. used by the author;

5. A question that you have after completing the reading.  These will be used to stimulate class discussion.

Your journal entries should be heavily referenced, but do not include full quotes.  Instead, refer to ideas, or paraphrase referenced ideas, putting them into your own words so you are more comfortable with them.  

Selected entries will be collected at random throughout the semester.  The themes, questions, syntheses, and applications that you note from the readings will also be used when you are called on to participate in class.  When I read your journals, I am looking for your thoughtful reactions, based on previous study and experience, to the new ideas you are reading.  

You will have a total of 22 journal entries.  You are required to journal the movies as well as the readings.  When grading your journals I will also assess your participation skills.

Three times this semester, you will be asked to lead discussion (once for each book).   
2. I find quality day to day participation in discussions to be a function of the quality of your journal entries, therefore the two are highly correlated and will not be counted twice.  
3. You will be required to write a research paper to complete this class.

Grades:  

20% quality day to day participation

40% journal entries

40% research paper

letter
percentage
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92-100%
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90-91%
 

B+
88-89%
 

B
82-87%
 

B-
80-81%
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78-79%
 

C
72-77%
 

C-
70-71%
 

D+
68-69%
 

D
60-67%
 

F
0-59%

 

Common Etiquette

I promise to come to class; you must also.  You are granted three absences, after that absences count against you.

I promise to be on time for class; you must be also.

I promise to turn your work back on time; you must do so also.  Late journals will not be accepted; late papers work will be penalized ½ letter grade each day.

I promise to be prepared for class; you must also.  When readings are required, you must have read them before class.  

If you cannot remember what you wanted to say – photocopy it.

I will stick to the schedule presented here; you must also.  

I will not read other materials during class; nor shall you.  If I do, ask me to leave; if you do, I will ask you to leave.

I will not interrupt you when you are speaking, nor will I talk to my friends; please do the same for me.

Calendar of Events:
Together we will determine the exact dates for readings.  Also, together we will plan field trips for the books to locations we determine together.  Any additional activities?
January 12-February 9 – Jane Jacobs

February 14-Febraru 16 – Metropolis
February 21-March 23 – Mike Davis

March 28-March 30 – Koyaanisqatsi life out of balance  
April 4-April 13 – Graham

April 18-April 20 – Avalon

April 25-April 27 – discussion of paper findings

