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Urbanization?  Why study urbanization?

Seven million years ago humans emerged.

9,000 years ago humans began to form settled communities.

4,000 years ago humans began to form cities.

That’s .05% of our time here on earth.

In 1800 less than 5% of the world’s population was urban.

In 1960 16% of the world’s population was urban.

By 2005 more than 50% of the world’s population will be urban.

In 1990 more than one half of the population of the United States lived in an urban setting.

What’s happening?????  And do we have it right yet?????

What happened to (first) cause people to develop settled communities, and (second and more importantly) to cause the rate of urban growth to accelerate so rapidly in the past 200 years?  Have we adjusted to this sudden change in patterns of settlement, or are racial violence, infrastructural decay, and homelessness signs that we have not?  

This class is an introduction to cities -- what do they look like, how long have they been around, how are they governed, how do they work economically, how are they organized – so that we may better understand this relatively new form of human settlement, and work to make it more just, healthy, and environmentally safe.    

This class is required for both the Urban Studies major and minor, and it serves as a pre-requisite to many of the urban studies and sociology courses.

Our texts:

Thomas Wolfe, Bonfire of the Vanities Bantam Books (1987).

Kaplan, Wheeler, and Holloway (2004) Urban Geography.  Wiley and Sons.
Course Requirements and Policies:

Learning is a long, timely, interactive, and solitary process.  Many of you have the ability to complete work quickly and at the last minute. That process is unsatisfactory for this class.  Instead, I expect you to participate at all stages in the process, from the very beginning to the very end, because not only will we learn on our own, but we learn from one another as well.  Only through a long process will you have time to become immersed in the reiterative process that learning is: you will ask a question, you will research, you will inquire, then you will revise or modify your original question, probably making it more sophisticated, and then the process repeats itself.   

You will be evaluated in four ways:

1. Projects.  This is an introductory class, and will prepare you to take additional classes in urban studies and the social sciences.  We will discuss topics, methods, and models of the city from a variety of perspectives.  For each perspective introduced, there is a short project that has been designed to introduce you to various data sources.  You may consult one another as you work on the projects, but the written product must be entirely your own.

a. Urban Experience project: 100

b. City in History project: 100

c. Social Science: (200)

i. Sociology/Geography

ii. Economics

iii. Governance

iv. Together

d. Planning and/or final project (100)

2. Applications.  Three times this semester, I will distribute a newspaper article and a set of multiple choice questions.  These exercises are designed to test your abilities to take the information we have discussed in class and read in your book and apply it to the ‘real world’.   One of these tests will be administered during the final exam week.  (200, 200).   

3. Participation.  There are two forms of participation: quality day-to-day participation and formal participation when asked to do so.  Together, these are worth 200 points (100, 100).  In addition, your presence in this class is critical for its success; THEREFORE, YOU MUST COME.  I allow each of you three absences, no questions asked, although absences influence your class participation grade.  (200)

In the future – don’t put points on participation.  If they don’t come, it lowers their grade.  If they come, it isn’t rewarded though.  Do give them an a,b,c, or d for formal presentation, and give it at the time of the presentation.  All of those can add up to 100 points.  Even for social science one, do they volunteer information, or just sit there?

Projects:

= 500

Applications:
= 400

Participation
= 200

Total

= 1100 points available.

letter
percentage


A
=
92-100%

A-
=
90-91

B+
=
88-89

B
=
82-87

B-
=
80-81

C+
=
78-79

C
=
72-77

C-
=
70-71

D+
=
68-69

D
=
60-67

F
=
<60

Dates of finals (presentation):

Monday, May 10 at 8:30 am.  Final projects due and present.

Common Etiquette:

· I promise to come to class; you must also.  You are granted three absences, after that absences count against you.

· I promise to be on time for class; you must be also.

· I promise to turn your work back on time; you must do so also.  Late work will be penalized ½ letter grade each day.  Assignments are due at the beginning of the class in which they are due.  An assignment is considered one day late if it is turned in after the start of class on the due date.  Academic or extracurricular activities are not acceptable excuses for late work.  Computer problems happen to all of us and they, also, are not an acceptable excuse.

· I promise to be prepared for class; you must also.  When readings are required, you must have read them before class.  I will stick to the schedule presented here; you must also.  Tests will be administered once.

· I will not read other materials during class; nor shall you.  If I do, ask me to leave; if you do, I will ask you to leave.

· I will not interrupt you when you are speaking, nor will I talk to my friends; please do the same for me.

· I will not play with my computer terminal during class; please do not play with your’s.

Honor Code
Academic Integrity:  All students are covered by a policy that prohibits dishonesty in academic work.  The Academic Integrity Policy covers all students who entered Trinity before the fall of 2004.   The Academic Honor Code covers all those who entered the fall of 2004 or later.

The Integrity Policy and the Code share many features:  each asserts that the academic community is based on honesty and trust; each contains the same violations; each provides for a procedure to determine if a violation has occurred and what the punishment will be; each provides for an appeal process.

Please refer to the Student Handbook, pgs. 110-112, for the Academic Integrity Policy.  The penalty for violation of the Academic Integrity Policy in this class is a failing grade on the paper, exam, or assignment and referral to the department chair and the vice president for Academic Affairs.  A record of the occurrence will be kept in the office of Academic Affairs.

Please refer to the Student Handbook, pgs. 102-109, for the Academic Honor Code.  Students who are under the Honor Code are required to pledge all written work that is submitted for a grade:  “On my honor, I have neither given nor received any unauthorized assistance on this work” and their signature.  The pledge may be abbreviated “pledged” with a signature.  It is the task of the Academic Honor Council to investigate, adjudicate, and assign a punishment within certain guidelines if a violation has been verified.  

Our Schedule: 

 1310: Urbanization: Concepts and Realities

	Week
	Monday
	Wednesday
	Friday
	Read

	1: 8/22


	
	 
	Introductions


	Bonfire of the Vanities

	2: 8/29
	Urban Experience
	Urban Experience
	Urban Experience
	Bonfire of the Vanities

	3: 9/5


	Labor Day
	Urban Experience
	Urban Experience
	Bonfire

	4: 9/13


	Bonfire presentations
	Bonfire presentation
	Presentations
	 

	5: 9/19


	Urban History
	Urban History
	Urban History
	Kaplan c. 2

	6: 9/26


	Urban History
	Urban History
	Urban History
	Kaplan c. 3

	7: 10/3


	Project presentations
	Review?
	Test: experience and history
	 

	8: 10/10


	Urban Sociology
	Urban Sociology
	Urban Sociology
	Kaplan c. 8, 9, 10

	9: 10/17


	Urban Sociology
	Urban sociology: conclude.
	No classes
	Kaplan c. 9, 10

	10: 10/24

 
	Urban Governance
	Urban Governance
	Urban Governance
	Kaplan c. 12

	11: 10/31
	Urban Governance
	Urban Governance
	Project presentations
	Kaplan c. 12

	12: 11/7
	Urban Economics
	Urban Economics
	Urban Economics


	Kaplan c. 7, 8

	13: 11/14


	Urban Economics
	Project presentations
	Essay response (social science)
	 

	14: 11/21


	No class
	No class
	No class
	 

	15: 11/28
	Planning for growth
	Planning for Growth
	Planning for growth
	Kaplan c. 13


