Spring 2005

Sociology 3344, Urban Studies 3344

Urban Studies and G.I.S .

	Class Information
	Personal Information

	SOCI 3344/URBS 33441316
	Professor Christine Drennon

	TR 3:35-4:50
	Office: CLS 314

	Library lab
	Office hours: M 10:30-11:30, R 2-3

	Spring 2005
	Contact: 8501

Cdrennon@trinity.edu


Course Description 

“Despite losing thousands of students during the past decade and with no sign the trend will reverse, the Edgewood School District plans to open two new elementary schools in 2005.

“While demographers, in a study commissioned by the district, said it is not uncommon for urban districts to lose students to the suburbs, Edgewood has lost 15 percent of its enrollment since 1994.
“Enrollment at suburban school districts in the San Antonio metropolitan area has exploded – in some districts by as much as 60 percent – over the past decade, and seemingly at the expense of urban schools.  
“Local administrators and academics agree that a desire for country living and new, large homes has caused families to move outward.

“The movement of affluent families to the suburbs has been a national trend since the 1950s.

“Edgewood, Harlandale, San Antonio, and South San Antonio school districts all have lost students over the past decades.  Each has less than 5 percent Anglo students.

“Northside and North East have the numbers, but it’s the outlying districts – Boerne, Comal, Schertz-Cibolo-Universal City, Somerset and Southside – where growth has eclipsed oven that of traditional suburban districts.”

It appears that families are on the move. School districts must be prepared before those families get there.  We have been asked to help the Southside Independent School District prepare.
We will be working on this assessment together with the Anthropology Field Methods course, taught by Prof. Donahue.  

Course Objective

This is a course in both urban studies and geographic information systems (GIS).  The course is designed to teach you GIS through an urban studies problem.  While the problem will be our central focus, and will determine the direction of our class, GIS skills will be necessary to study and solve it.  Due to the nature of the problem selected, the project will be broken into a series of stages, each of which focuses on a set of problems, and each of which makes use of a different set of GIS skills.  During each of those stages, skills will be introduced, and students will use them continuously in order to address the concerns raised by the larger project.

Textbooks: Two books are required:

Ormsby, T,, et. al., Getting to Know ArcGIS Desktop. Second Edition.  Redlands: ESRI Press.  

 Included in the ESRI book is a 180-day copy of ArcGIS.  

Andres Duany, Elizabeth Plater-Zyberk, and Jeff Speck.  2000.  Suburban Nation: The Rise of Sprawl and the Decline of the American Dream.  New York: North Point Press.
Evaluation

There are four opportunities for evaluation in this class:
Participation.   The success of this class depends on the success of the group as a whole.  The final report will be a group report.  All of us will benefit from the thoughts, ideas, and contributions of everyone else in the class.  We bring a variety of strengths to this class, and must share them.  Our readings will cause us to ask new questions, which in turn will cause us to gather new information, and make new analyses.  Effective class participation is the key to the success of this class.   (20%)

Labs.  One of the objectives of this class is to learn GIS.  That can take an enormous amount of time.  One skill builds upon the last, so you must progress through the steps very systematically.  After every skill is introduced, a question will be posed that you must answer before proceeding (10%)
Project (45%)  The design, implementation, and completion of the research project are the central goals of this class.  To do that, you must master some GIS skills.  You will work both independently and in groups on this project.  A final oral presentation will be given to officials from the Southside Independent School District and from Trinity University.  A written report must be turned in shortly after, which will be forwarded immediately to SSISD.  We will design the project together.  
Skills testing.  During the final exam period your GIS skills will be tested in an open book, open note, timed test. (25%)

Participation (20%)
Labs (10%)

Project (45%)

Skills Test (25%)

	
	Tuesday
	Thursday

	Week 1: January 10
	
	Intro to the class (4:15 with Anthro)

	Week 2: January 17
	Research Design; what is GIS
	GIS lab: Navigating the Map

	Week 3: January 24
	Field trip to Southside ISD
	GIS lab: working with layers

	Week 4: January 31
	Book
	GIS lab: symbolizing data

	Week 5: February 7
	Book
	GIS lab: working with tables

	Week 6: February 14
	Present GIS to Anthro class
	GIS lab: map-table link

	Week 7: February 21
	Book
	Status-quo maps complete

	Week 8: February 28
	Book; How do we proceed?
	Group assignments, GIS lab: data analysis

	Week 9: March 7
	Book
	GIS lab: data analysis

	SPRING BREAK

	Week 10: March 21
	
	

	Week 11: March 28
	
	

	Week 12: April 4
	
	

	Week 13: April 11
	
	

	Week 14: April 18
	
	

	Week 15: April 25
	
	Final presentation to SSISD


Final Exam May 10, 2:00-5:00.

� Geographic Information Systems





