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Trinity University	
Department of Psychology	
One Trinity Place	
San Antonio, Texas  78212 	
Phone: (210) 999-8327                                               
E-mail: jane.childers@trinity.edu

Education:

1998		Ph.D.: Developmental Psychology, Minor: Linguistics
		University of Texas at Austin, Austin, Texas
1994		M.A., Developmental Psychology;  University of Texas at Austin, Austin, Texas
1990	    B.A., Psychology; 	Baylor University, Waco, Texas

Professional Experience

8/2009-	                 Chair of the IRB; Chair of the Linguistics Program, Trinity University		
8/2007-	                 Associate Professor of Psychology ; Trinity University, San Antonio, Texas
8/2002-8/2007        Assistant Professor of Psychology; Trinity University, San Antonio, Texas
8/2000-8/2002         Visiting Assistant Professor; Trinity University, 	San Antonio, Texas
8/1998-8/2000          Post-doctoral Fellow; Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, 
				Leipzig, Germany
8/1998-8/2000          Visiting Scholar, Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia

Research Interests

	I study verb learning between 2- and 4 years using experimental methodologies.  A current focus of my work is to examine how children use cross-situational information to deduce the meaning of new verbs.  The studies are framed within Gentner’s (1989) theory of structural alignment and comparison.  A new focus is on how comparison (a domain-general process) interacts with syntactic bootstrapping, a domain-specific process.  New studies also are examining children’s use of contrastive information in verb learning.

Publications
Refereed Journals

Childers, J. B.  (In press).  Attention to Multiple Events Helps Two 1/2-Year-Olds Extend New Verbs.  First Language.

Childers, J. B.  (2009).  Early Verb Learners: Creative or Not?  Invited commentary 
for L. R. Naigles, E. Hoff & D. Vear’s Flexibility in early verb use: Evidence from a multiple-n diary study in the Monographs for the Society for Research in Child Development. 

Childers, J. B., & Paik, J. H.  (2009).  Korean- and English-speaking children use cross-situational information to learn novel predicate terms.  Journal of Child Language, 36, 201-24.  

Childers, J. B., Vaughan, J.** & Burquest, D. A. (2007).  Joint attention and early word learning in Ngas-speaking infants in Nigeria.  Journal of Child Language, 33, 199-225.

Childers, J. B. & Echols, C. H.  (2004).  Two 1/2-year-old children use animacy and syntax to learn a new noun.  Infancy, 5, 109-125.

Childers, J. B. & Tomasello, M.  (2003).  Children extend both words and non-verbal actions to novel exemplars.  Developmental Science, 6, 185-190.

Childers, J. B. & Tomasello, M.  (2002).  Two-year-olds learn novel nouns, verbs, and conventional actions from massed or spaced exposures.  Developmental Psychology, 38, 967–978.

Childers, J. B. & Tomasello, M. (2001).  The role of pronouns in young children’s acquisition of the English transitive construction.  Developmental Psychology, 37, 739-48.  

Echols, C. H., Crowhurst, M. J., & Childers, J. B.  (1997).  The perception of rhythmic units in speech by infants and adults.  Journal of Memory and Language, 36, 202-225.

	**Note: Undergraduate student co-author

Book Chapters & Other Publications
	
	Childers, J. B.  (2008).  The structural alignment and comparison of events in verb acquisition.  In V. S. Sloutsky, B. C. Love & K. McRae (Eds.).  Proceedings of the 30th Annual Cognitive Science Society, pp. 681-86.  Austin TX: Cognitive Science Society.

	Childers, J. B. & Tomasello, M.  (2006).  Are Nouns Easier to Learn than Verbs?  Three Experimental Studies.  In Hirsh-Pasek, K. & Golinkoff, R.  (Eds.), Action meets word: How children learn verbs.  Oxford University Press.

Childers, J. B., Fernandez, A. M.**, Echols, C. H. & Tomasello, M. (2001).  Experimental investigations of children's understanding and use of verb morphology: Spanish- and English-speaking 2 1/2- and 3-year-old children.  In Almgrem, M., Barrena, A., Ezeizabarrena, M.J., Idiazabal, I. & MacWhinney, B.  (Eds.), Research on Child Language Acquisition: Proceedings of the 8th Conference of the International Association for the Study of Child Language. Volume 2: Syntax, morphology, phonology and the lexicon.  Somerville, MA: Cascadilla Press.

	**Note: Undergraduate student co-author


Teaching Experience: Courses

		Principles of Psychology
		Fundamentals of Cognition

		Cognitive Development
		Social Development

		Supervised Research		
		Undergraduate Thesis
	
			Senior Seminar in Psychology: Language Acquisition
			Senior Interdisciplinary Seminar:  Cognition in babies, adults, animals and 
				computers 		
		First Year Seminar (GNED 1300):  Do animals think? 
	
Selected Conference (Paper) Presentations

Childers, J. B., Hirshkowitz, A.**, Sydenham, L.** & Luethcke, C.**  (2009, April).  How Comparison Processes and Linguistic Information Interact During Verb Learning.  Paper presented in symposium entitled Multiple Mechanisms for Verb Learning at the  biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Denver, CO.

Childers, J. B.  (2008, July).  The Structural Alignment and Comparison of Events in Verb Acquisition.  Paper presented at the 30th annual meeting of the Cognitive Science Society, Washington, D.C.

Childers, J. B.  (2007, April).  Children Attend to Cross-situational Information during Verb Learning.  Paper presented at the Society for Research in Child Development Conference, Boston, MA.  

Childers, J. B.  (2005, April).  Is Comparison Useful for Verb Learning?  Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Atlanta, GA.

Childers, J. B.  (2003, April).  Children’s use of comparison during early verb learning.  Paper presented at biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Tampa, Florida. 

Childers, J. B.  (2002, April).  Early nouns and verbs acquired by Ngas infants in Nigeria.  Paper presented at the 2002 International Conference on Infant Studies, Toronto, Ontario, Canada.

Childers, J. B.  (2001, October).  Do children “fast map” verbs?  Paper presented at the biennial meeting of the Cognitive Development Society, Virginia Beach, VA.

Childers, J. B. & Echols, C. H.  (1999, July).  Linguistic influences on verb acquisition in Spanish and English.   Paper presented at the meeting of the International Association for the Study of Child Language, Donostia-San Sebastian, Spain, July, 1999.

Selected Poster Presentations

Childers, J. B., Hirshkowitz, A.**, Saint Georges, L.** & Benavides, K.**  (2009, October).  The Progressive Alignment and Comparison of Events in Verb Learning.  Poster to be presented at the meeting of the Cognitive Development Society, San Antonio, TX.

Childers, J. B., Paik, J. H. & Cho, A.**  (2009, April).  Using Event Similarity Information to Extend Verbs to New Situations.  Poster presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Denver, CO.

Childers, J. B. & Sydenham, L.**  (2008, March).  Do Nouns Influence the Alignment of 
	Events in Verb Learning?  Poster presented at the biennial International Conference on 
	Infant Studies, Vancouver, CA.  

Childers, J. B., Heard, M. E.**, Broughan, M** & Ring, K.**  (2007, April).  The Roles of 	Functional and Syntactic Information in Children’s Verb Extensions. Poster presented at 	the Society for Research in Child Development Conference, Boston, MA.  

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Childers, J. B. & Paik, J.  (2006, November).  Korean- and English-speaking Children Use Comparison in Verb Learning: Two Studies.  Poster presented at the 31st annual Boston University Conference on Language Development, Boston, MA.  

Childers, J. B. & Paik, J.  (2006, October).  Korean- and English-speaking Children Use Comparison in Verb Learning: Two Studies.  Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Research in Memory, Attention, Decision-making, Intelligence, Language, Learning and Organizational Perception (ARMADILLO), Lubbock, TX.

Childers, J. B., Vaughan, J.** & Burquest, D. A.  (2006, June).  Early word learning and joint 	attention in Ngas infants in Nigeria.  Poster presented at the International Conference 	on Infant Studies, Kyoto, Japan.  

Childers, J. B. & Paik, J.  (2005, October).  Korean- and English-speaking Children Use Comparison in Verb Learning.  Poster presented at the biennial meeting of the Cognitive Development Society, San Diego, CA.

Heard, M. E.**, Vaughan, J.** & Childers, J. B.  (2005, April).  Do 2-1/2-Year-Old Children Extend Nouns and Verbs to New Exemplars in Different Ways?  Poster presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Atlanta, GA.

	**Note: Undergraduate student co-author

Service to the Profession
I am currently serving on a local arrangements committee for both a national and a regional conference: 
		Cognitive Development Society (Oct. 2009)
		Society for Research in Human Development (March 2010)

      Ad-hoc reviewer for: 
		Child Development
		Developmental Psychology
		Infancy
		Cognition	
		Trends in Cognitive Sciences
		Journal of Memory and Language
		Journal of Child Language
		Journal of Cognition and Development
Cognitive Development
		Monographs of the Society for Research in Child Development
		Cognitive Science
		Developmental Science
		Psychological Science
		Language Learning and Development
		Language and Cognitive Processes
		International Journal of Behavioral Development

Professional Organizations

	Society for Research in Child Development
	International Society for Infant Studies
	Cognitive Development Society
