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Topics:

Step pyramids; concepts of cosmic kingship in Djoser complex; development of the sculptural canon.

Readings:

Robins, Smith and Wengrow refer to the course texts. All other references are to books on reserve.

Required:

Robins, 40-45

Smith, 26-36

Wengrow, 229-231

Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient Egypt, browse

Recommended:

Aldred, Egyptian Art, 45-58

Baines, Atlas, 32-33, 60-61 (conventions of representation), 62-63 (tomb stelai), 142-146 (Saqqara), 155 (Zawyet el'Aryan).

Edwards, Pyramids, 34-69

Knapp, History and Culture, 110-115

Lange and Hirmer, Egypt, browse

Lerner, Complete Pyramids, 82-93 Trigger, Ancient Egypt: A Social History, 71-85

Article for Discussion TH 27 September

Please read this article in preparation for class discussion for TH 27 September (the article is available in photocopy on reserve).  

Friedman, F.D., "Notions of Cosmos in the Step Pyramid Complex," in P. Der Manuelian (ed.),Studies in Honor of William Kelly Simpson (Boston 1996), pp. 337-51.
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Chronology and Select Rulers:

All dates are B.C. and approximate; dates may be off as much as 500-880 years for the earliest periods. As you get closer to Dynasty 1, the absolute dates are probably off by less than 300 years. The absolute dates in the table below come from Wilkinson (1996).

Dynasty III (2686-2613 B.C.): Sanakhte, Netjerikhet (Djoser), Sekhemkhet, Khaba, Huni

Architecture: 

Step Pyramid Complex of Netjerikhet (Djoser), Saqqara:

Inscribed statue base of Netjerikhet mentioning Imhotep:

“The Treasurer of the King of Lower Egypt, the First after the King of Upper Egypt, administrator of the great palace, hereditary lord, the High Priest of Heliopolis, Imhotep the builder, the sculptor, the maker of stone vases...”

Temenos wall (outer wall)

Series of large conical cairns, inscribed and with figural imagery, some 40 fragments, found re-used in the southern court

Series of rectangular stone stelai, inscribed and with figural imagery, some 60 fragments, found re-used in the walls surrounding court of the serdab

Entrance Hall of Pillars

Territorial Court

Heb-Sed Court (wsht)

Temple T

fake shrines

North and South Buildings

Step pyramid

shaft and burial chamber

corridors (inlcuding tiled reeds)

3 relief panels: North, Middle, South

Serdab, Mortuary Temple

South Tomb

shaft and ramp

burial chamber

corridors (including tiled reeds)

3 relief panels: North, Middle, South   

Tomb of Hesi-Re, Saqqara.  

Step Pyramid of Sekhemkhet, Saqqara.

  Layer Pyramid, Zawiyet el-Aryan.  

Step Pyramid, El-Kula (Meidum).

Free-standing sculpture: 

Serdab Statue of Netjerikhet (Djoser), Serdab, Djoser Pyramid Complex, Saqqara

Relief and architectural sculpture:

 Relief panels of Djoser in Heb-Sed (3 under step pyramid, 3 under southern tomb), Djoser Pyramid Complex, Saqqara  

Wooden panels of Hesi-Re, Saqqara.
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